Elections and tribes 

In Karak, the youngsters are answering a different call 


'sJh' 


Window 


on 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 

Karak—Under the shadow of the election banners 
that promise Karakis everything from health insu¬ 
rance to jobs to social justice, Sa'ad. a young man in 
his mid-20s, looks indifferently and shrugs as he 
walks away. 

He says he does not trust the slogans written on 
these banners hanging over the city’s streets and 
alleyways. “I had a bad experience with these slo¬ 
gans " he says as he points to the banners. Eying 


one, Sa’ad says with a cool voice, that Lhe candidate 
who is promising good things to Karakis is not even 
living in the city. "He lived most of his life in 
Amman." he says. 

Like other young Karakis. Sa'ad meets with his 
friends at the Karak Circle in the center of the town 
of 20,000 inhabitants where a statue of Salah At 
Din A1 Ayoubi on his horse brandishing a sword 
sits. The Karak Circle faces the big mosque, where 
the spark of the bread riots of last year was ignited. 
The riots then spread to other southern towns and 


lasted for days. 

__ Sa'ad who belongs to one of the big tribes in 
Karak spent three months in custody because he was 
involved in the riots. "When 1 was in custody, my 
family asked the help of our tribe’s representative in 
the Lower House, but he refused to help and refused 
10 meet with them.” he laments. Sa’ad says bitterly 
"I was one of the deputy’s active campaigners in thie 
last elections. What good did that bring me?’ 

Sa'ad is one of the many young Karakis who are 

Continued on page 2 
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Government launches 
PR campaign to fend 
off allegations of 
election irregularities 


By a Star Staff Writer 
THE GOVERNMENT is 
launching an intensive public 
relations campaign to thwart 
mounting allegations of irreg¬ 
ularities surrounding prepara¬ 
tions for the 4th November 
elections. The Cabinet ap¬ 
pointed a seasoned media per¬ 
sonality. Dr Mazen AJ Ar- 
mouti, as the official 
spokesman for the elections. 

Dr Al Arraoud. who is also 
an ambassador-designate to 
Austria, is the former head of 
the Institute of Diplomacy 
and has served as an adviser 
to HRH Crown Prince Has^ 
san. . . 

In his first press conference' 
at the Prime Ministry, Dr Ar- 
mouri announced on Tuesday 

a package of _ 

strict measures 

to put an end to — __ 

the prevailing j w. """ —~ 

confusion re- I 

garding voter i 

cards distribu- I . 

lion process. • 

That process ^ 7/ j 

has resulted in ^**-»»***. 
widespread anarchy 
in many districts, including 
Amman. They included the il¬ 
legal acquisition of hundreds 
of voting cards from election 
stations by some candidates. 
Furthermore, there are allega¬ 
tions that many voters have 
received more than one vot¬ 
ing card and that Army per¬ 
sonnel have also received vot¬ 
ing cards. . 

The government has asked 
candidates who were in pos¬ 
session of ballot cards to re¬ 
turn them immediately or face 
the consequences. Dr Armou- 
ti announced on Tuesday. 

Today, Thursday, is the last 
day for voters to receive their 
election cards. It is still un¬ 
clear how voters are respond¬ 
ing to appeals to collect their 
ballot cards. The government 
has even issued a religious 
fatwa to encourage people to 
vote. But independent observ¬ 
ers believe people’s concern 
with receiving their cards is 
weak. 

Official figures say more 
than 1.3 million voters, about 
70 percent of the 1-9 million 
roistered voters, received 


inside 


their election cards. 

But with many candidates 
forging receipt forms to re¬ 
ceive voting cards, it is un¬ 
clear how many voters are ac¬ 
tually in possession of their 
cards. 

The confusion over the dis¬ 
tributing process has embar¬ 
rassed the government, which 
keeps stressing that it will 
oversee the holding of a fair 
and free elections. But as a 
growing number of voters 
have complained about not 
finding their 
ii- 5 .--.j_ cards at the 

■ designated 

' P°^ n 8 sla " 
tioiis,thegov- 
Av eniment felt it 
.—must" intervene 
to save the situa- 
tion. 

*<►>2 It is not clear how 
officials at these sta-. 
rgz&njj dons allowed' candi- 

I&8&& HAT dates t0 re " 

hundreds of 
voter cards- 

mouti said that 

while the government ad¬ 
mits that there were some ad¬ 
ministrative loopholes, the ir¬ 
regularities were 

unintentional. He brushed 
aside calls for a postpone¬ 
ment of the elections. He add¬ 
ed that candidates who have 
received voter cards mast re¬ 
turn them or face legal charg¬ 
es. 

In many cases candidates 
hold voting cards of regis¬ 
tered voters to guarantee their 
votes, or in some cases they 
would ‘hide’ the cards of vot¬ 
ers who support competing 
candidates. 

As to the problem of dupli¬ 
cate cards, where in .some 
fw.< four or six cards were 
issued to one voter. Dr Ar- 
mouti said no voter will be al¬ 
lowed to poll more than once 
and anyone .who does will be 
violating the law. 

- In recent weeks, the gov¬ 
ernment said it had arrested 
persons who had forged vot¬ 
ing cards. In one case, the au¬ 
thorities arrested two men for 
forging 9468 election cards in 
favor of one of the candidates 


for Amman's Fourth District. 

With increasing reports of 
irregularities, the government 
found itself obliged to hit 
hard to save its credibility and 
that of the elections. 

Dr Arroouti announced that 
computer disks containing the 
final list of registered voters 
in the Amman area were made 
available to journalists on 
Monday, while voters’ lists 
for other constituencies will 
be distributed to the media at 
a latter date. 

In the light of the latest de¬ 
velopment, the new measures - 
ask voters to present identifi¬ 
cation documents such as 
passports, official ID cards, 
family books or driving li¬ 
cences. together with their 
voting cards. These docu¬ 
ments will be stamped after 
voting to avoid vote duplica¬ 
tion. 

Several opposition candi¬ 
dates have voiced their con¬ 
cern over the prospect of vot¬ 
ing by members of the 
security and armed forces, 
who are barred from voting 
according to the Elections 
Law. Dr Armouti explained 
that “the law stipulates that all 
Jordanian citizens have the 
right to register their names, 
including soldiers.” 

However, he added the con¬ 
cerned authorities will make 
sure that soldiers do not cast 
their votes, since their names 
are especially marked on the 
computer lists. ■ 
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Article 19 lashes 
out at press law , 
calls for its repeal 


Amman (Star)—-Article 19, the 
Internationa/ Centre Against 
Censorship, has strongly criti¬ 
cized the temporary Press and 
Publication Law and called on 
the government to repeal the 
May 1997 amendments and to 
guarantee freedom of expres¬ 
sion under the Constitution. 

In a report entitled Blaming 
lhe Press: Jordan’s Democrat¬ 
ization Process in Crisis, the 
London-based human rights 
organization said the “tighten¬ 
ing of official controls over the 
media in the run-up to the lat¬ 
est legislative elections has 
been widely interpreted as a 
response to increasing criti¬ 
cism of the government and its 
policies by Jordan’s newly 
emergent weekly press.” 

The 105 page report was 
released during the opening of 
a seminar on Media and Press 
Freedom in Jordan on 
Tuesday. 

It said domestic and interna¬ 
tional factors, including politi¬ 
cal and economic pressures 
resulting from Jordan’s peace 
treaty with Israel and “the gov¬ 
ernment’s nervousness about 
the media, and its capacity to 


be a purveyor of information 
unpalatable to the authorities.” 
may have led to the 1997 Press 
Law amendments which repre¬ 
sent a "real setback.” The 
report criticized the manner of 
the introduction of the amend¬ 
ments and their timing before 
the general elections. 

The report called on the gov¬ 
ernment to adopt urgent 
reforms to comply with inter¬ 
national obligations and the 
Jordanian Constitution. It said 
such reform "is essential if Jor¬ 
danian society is to attain full 
democratic maturity.” 

Article 19 suggested that 
Jordan guarantees that freedom 
of expression should supersede 
legislative functions: that Jor¬ 
dan ratifies the (first/ Optional 
Protocol of lhe International 
Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights liCCPRl. which allows 
individuals to bring complaints 
directly before the UN Human 
Rights Committee: and that the 
government should end its 
monopoly over radio and tele¬ 
vision and its ownership of the 
print media. 

Continued on page 2 


SUBMARINES: A crewman on the US submarine Salt Lake City monitors the sea 
at sunrise. The submarine is on a training mission off Southern California. On 
board there arel4 officers and 116 enlisted men. The submarine record is 105 days 
submerged. Launched in 1982, the cigar-shaped Salt Lake City is 360feet long, 33 
feel wide at the beam and weighs 7.000 tons. The Navy tells the world that the San 
Diego-based Salt Lake City, and other submarines of the same design, have a speed 
of 25 knots and a diving depth of800feet. (Los Angeles Times photo by Gary Fried¬ 
man.) 


Karak tribes back their official 
candidates in the race to Parliament 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
Karak—Parliamentary elec¬ 

tions in this part of the counfry 
occupies the concent of politi¬ 
cians around the Kingdom 
since this constituency wit¬ 
nessed violent protests against 
bread prices last year. 

Forty candidates are running 
for seven Muslim sears, while 
another seven are competing 


for the two Christian seatsJn 
the goveriiorate. Official" fig¬ 
ures say 85.000 out of Lhe 
98,000 eligible voters have 
received their card, forming 
about 68 percent, according to 
official figures. 

After their experience, in 
the 1993 elections, with the 
single vote sysiem. the Karakis 
decided to change their tactics 
this time. Many of Karak’s tflg 


tribes hjvc decided lo field 
one candidate to represent 
each of them in the efections. 
This is the surest, way to get¬ 
ting their representative to the 
Lower House. The choice was 
between prominent tribal 
figures. 

However, only three big 
tribes were able to reach a 
consensus on one candidate 
only. Khaled Al Tarawneh, a 


retired general in the Jordanian 
Army, received the consensus 
of the Al Tarawneh tribe. Al 
Ghassaneh tribe agreed on Mr 
Ayed AI Adhayleh. a new¬ 
comer to the public scene with 
independent pan-Arabist 

views. And the Al Sarayrah 
tribe voted for Riyad Al Sary- 
rah. a former government 

Continued on page 2 


Workshop voices 
concern for press 
freedom in Jordan 


By Ibtisam Awadat 1 

Special to The Star 

FORTY SPEAKERS and more than 100 participants gath¬ 
ered this week to take pan in the venue titled “Media and 
Press Freedom in Jordan," 

The two-day seminar was organized jointly by AI UnJun 
Al Jadid Research Center (UJRCj, Article 19. the Interna¬ 
tional Centre Against Censorship and the newly established 
Arab Media Institute. 

Media professionals have come from the United King¬ 
dom, United States. Germany as well as Jordan. 

“We are holding this seminar to demonstrate the impor¬ 
tance of discussing the position of the press and media in 
Jordan especially after the new amendments to the Press 
and Publications Law which resulted in the closure of a lot 
of weeklies,” says Dr Taleb A wad. executive director of 
the UJRC. 

“The wide participation in the venue means that people 
want to make the development of laws in away that service 
democracy, freedom of expression and human rights in Jor¬ 
dan." Mr Awad adds. 

Human rights are key words for Article 19. the Interna¬ 
tional Center Against Censorship. It began its work 10 
years ago, taking its name from the Universal declaration 

Continued on page 2 



A day with Bright Star in the Egyptian desert 
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By Samir Rafat 

Star Cairo Correspondent 

I MADE it from the Cairo suburb of Maadi 
to a five-star, hotel near the Giza pyramids 
£ 17 minutes! By. car not by hehcopter. It 

was 04:15 and most of Cairo s 16 million 
inhabitants were fast asleep. 1 was to rerh 
dKvous with a luxury bus that wouM tote 
20 journalists and photogra¬ 
phers to a beach front a hun¬ 
dred and some kilometers . 

west of Alexandria-_ TfT#' 

We had. been invited to |Vfj 
watch epoch-making war- WT 
games code named Bngjt Q p 
Star ‘97 starring crack land, y 
air and sea forces hrn [ the 
United States. France, Italy, 
the UK and Egypt- The sched- 


Re port 


to observe state of the an hardware in 
motion the likes of which would've made 
the Third Reich’s panzeranme look like a 
child’s Lego. 

From the freshmen journalist sitting 
next to me I learned that there were over 
6,000 American Gls and officers taking 
part in the fortnight-long exer- 

f eise. In fact, one of them 
was on our bus and would 
shortly brief us on the day s 
event. Even as lhe major 
greeted us with a hearty 
‘howd’y’air my bus com- 

t panion’s face lit up. As it 
turned out, both men were 
Confederate descendants 
from the America's deep 
South. 

A few half hours later and 
we were treated to a breathtaking desert 
daybreak. How could anyone think of war 
in such awesome surroundings. 

Since its inception in 1981, Bright Star’s 
biannual exercises brought together elite 


forces from Egypt and several NATO 
countries in what a veteran journalist 
termed "the most important simulated war 
on desert terrain.” 

Bright Star was interrupted in 1991 
when the real thing took place on the bor¬ 
ders of Kuwait and Iraq. This was also 
when CNN scored a reporting coup smack 
in the middle of the American networks' 
evening newscasts. “Whoa! Holy cow! 
bright flashes and blazing stars are lighting 
up lhe sky west of the city.” was how 
ABC's correspondent in Baghdad reported 
live the unfolding hostilities. As one Late 
Night talk-show host later put it, “Desert 
Storm was when Iraq went to war and 
America played Nintendo." 

When our bus arrived at the heach front, 
the first thing we saw was a titanic made- 
in-USA earth moving hulldozer going 
back and forth along the beach. 1 was told 
this was necessary hecause the seashore 
was linered with plastic bags and trash, it 
wouldn't do to have a televised amphibi¬ 
ous landing on a virtual dump. The remark 


on plastic bags brought home what I had 
seen minutes earlier. As our bus 
approached die coast. I couldn’t help but 
notice how our desert was linered kilome¬ 
ter upon kilometer with this non- 
biodegradable trash. 

What we need after these joint military 
exercises are over, is a joint Clean Desert 
exercise. And with the help of America’s 
titanic plows, we could perhaps remove 
redundant German and British WW-II land 
mines. 

Within minutes after the earthmover 
exited, the cameras were ready to roll. 
Restored to .its pre-plastic era, the beach 
with colorful banners and multinational 
Hags flapping above the VIP dais looked 
more like it was hosting a Malibu-style 
volleyball match than it was military 
exercises. '■ 

Soon enough, the amphibious landing 
came. One after the other, a display of mil¬ 
itary gewgaws and giant gizmoshroke out 
of the ripple-free Mediterranean. They 

Continued on page 2 
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Elections in Irbid 


What do the people think 


By Elise Y. Sadoun 

Special w The Star 

IRBID—As the elections sea¬ 
son revs up to full throttle, citi¬ 
zens have mixed opinion about 
the outcome. With 542 candi¬ 
dates bidding tor 80 parliamen¬ 
tary seats, a frenzy of campaign' 
activity is well under way. 

In the mean time banners 
advertising candidates are 
strung all over the town and vil¬ 
lages. sometimes so thickly that 
people cannot even see down 
the street. Election flyers with 
the candidates' photographs are 
pasted everywhere: in store 
windows, on light poles and 
mailboxes, in car windows, and 
even on traffic signs. 

Constituents are offered free 
cans of carhonated beverages, 
and candidates serve Mansaf 
nightly in a strong effort to gain 
support. Candidates have no 
lack of ingenuity in advertising 
themselves, and some even 
paint their cars. With campaign 
slogans. TV and radio ads have 
also been a very popular adver¬ 
tising medium. 

All or most of the registra¬ 
tion cards have been delivered 
to voters' homes. But there is 
apathy on the part of some. 
Voting is somewhat difficult as 
those who have moved to Irbid 
from the outlying villages must 
drive hack to those villages on 
elections day in order to vote. 


Of those registered, most 
intend to vote in the upcoming 
elections. A few have still not 
decided on a candidate as elec¬ 
tions day draws nearer. Those 
who have decided on a candi¬ 
date have node their choice for 
many different reasons. 
Although some have chosen 
friends or relatives, many have 
chosen on the basis of merit. 

Bilal A! Ashkar, a Jordanian 
of Palestinian origin, and busi¬ 
ness manager, said “I will 
chose Mr~ Hassan Jaridat 
because he is an ideal man with 
good manners. He is on objec¬ 
tive man, and he has good 
program to promote V/x 1 

services for the ^_ 
citizens of 

Jordan." ' fci ' *-ii§S§ 

Sabah Abuijai. CreftfAK §f||g 

3 Jordanian | "0f)5 !|||| 

woman who man- . Ia« 
ages a factory and / / jHHl 

an oil processing 
plant is voting for Dr 
Ghuzi Obeidat because he “is a 
highly educated man with a lot 
of hope, and the confidence to 
promote this country. He has 
an open mind. He is kind, intel¬ 
ligent. polite with his constitu¬ 
ents. and a good listener." 

On the other hand, Mr Yasir 
Abu Salem, a manager of a 
comer store stated that he 
chose his favorite candidate 
because he knows him person¬ 
ally, and knows that the candi¬ 


date is a generous man who 
cares about people and will do 
anything he can io help them. 

But not all people are willing 
to participate in the elections. 
One Palestinian woman was 
very pessimistic and said "nei¬ 
ther I nor my husband warn to 
participate." 

One young woman even 
planned to register her dissatis¬ 
faction by voting a blank ticket 
She said, “most 
. jrjp of the candi- 

\Jr\jfsLS < * aies are mn " 
r?L rtf ning for their 

S f--\ own benefit. They 
--Tyr only want to gain 
/S prestige. 

Some panics have 
even refused to pariici- 
pate in the elections 
HHI through a boy- 

UBiadfffi co!t * b y ^ 

Islamic Action 
gfjl gjgf Eayffi* Front But even 
Muslims have 
different views and 
opinions. While one slated that 
it is haram to participate in the 
elections, the majority of his 
compatriots disagree, also on 
religious grounds. 

When asked how they feel 
about the elections' boycott 
most people were of the opin¬ 
ion that it is not a good idea 
and does nothing to help the 
democratic process. 

However, a group of people 
polled had mixed opinions. 


Workshop voices concern for press 


Continued from page 1 

of Human Rights which stipu¬ 
lates that “everyone has the 
right to freedom of opinion 
without interference and to 
seek, receive and impart infor¬ 
mation and ideas through any 
media and regardless of 
frontiers." 

“We look at Jordan and see 
it as a country in a leadership 
position in terms of openness, 
tolerance and press freedom 
comparing it to the countries 
in the region." says Mr Mal¬ 
colm Smart, deputy director 
of Article 19. 

"But yet. we think there are 
things to be done to reach the 
meaning of the freedom of the 
press, particularly since the 
amendments on the Press and 
Publication Law of May, 
which we consider as a serious 
step backwards.*' 

Mr Smart continues "these 
amendments reduced the range 
of newspapers and the com¬ 


ments in them, and led to a sit¬ 
uation where the government 
has a press which just echoes 
what its government wants it 
to say, and this isn‘t wise even 
to the government because its 
good to hear what the people 
say. and the mass media is the 
best vehicle for that." 

But why hold such a semi¬ 
nar in the first place. The 
answer is that these discus¬ 
sions do provoke a dialogue. 

The answer was aptly put by 
Mr Mahmoud El-Sherif, Edi¬ 
tor-in-chief Of Ad Dusiour 
daily. “We hope that this dia¬ 
logue will help the next parlia¬ 
ment to take the good decision 
to discuss the press law." 

Mr El-Sherif. a former 
information minister, adds that 
“the most important thing in 
this seminar is that Jordanian 
journalists and officials will 
hear what -others from the 
external world say about our 
journalistic performance, and 


will be able lo express their 
opinions neutrally, either to 
the newspapers or with the 
government/' 

The topics of the sessions 
were various, the first pro¬ 
vided an evaluation and per¬ 
formance of the press since the 
beginning of the democratic 
process in Jordan since 1989. 

“There was freedom of 
press and media in Jordan but 
after the [press] amendments 
the situation deteriorated and i 
think, although there isn't offi¬ 
cial censorship in Jordan, there 
is a clandestine censorship as 
we call it in Germany.” says 
Mr Marcel Pot. a German 
writer and journalist who cov¬ 
ered the 1982 Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon. “People have scis¬ 
sors in their heads, automati¬ 
cally, they don't write on dan¬ 
gerous issues.” adds the 
veteran journalist who covered 
the whole Middle East area. ■ 


Mr AI Ashkar was very opti¬ 
mistic. saying, “the elections 
are a very good process and a 
right for every citizen. We 
should elect people so that they 
become good representatives in 
parliament- The parliament 
should puL national and citi¬ 
zens' interests above all 
interests." 

Another woman said. “It i> a 
good process and everyone 
gives their opinion. We have 
the freedom of expression and 
opinion.” 

When asked if he believes 
the elections are unbiased. Mr 
Ahu Salem said. “The elections 
are very good and fair. They 
arc free and uncorrupted." 

However, not all were so 
pleased with the Jordanian 
democratic process. One doctor 
and owner of a medical labora¬ 
tory said, “the elections arc a 
good process hut democracy is 
not really mature in this coun¬ 
try. Others were pessimistic. A 
farmer and owner of a produce 
trading company said, "the 
elections only benefit the gov¬ 
ernment not the people." 

Although opinions are mixed 
about the democratic process in 
Jordan, it should he noted that 
it is fortunate that. Jordan can 
hold safe, unbiased elections 
without (he instability and vio¬ 
lence that other countries suffer 
as thev evolve lo democracy. ■ 


Air France 
increases flights 
to Amman as of 
next April 

LAST 2 OCTOBER, an 
agreement was signed 
between tbe Jordan Civil • 
Aviation Authority and the 
French Civil Aviation . 
Authority at the Interna¬ 
tional Conference Center in 
Paris. This agreement stipu¬ 
lates that both National Car¬ 
rier will operate four flights 
weekly between Amman and 
Paris starting from 1 April. 
1988. 

Air France will operate 
four direct flights as of that 
date between Amman and 
Paris instead of three flights 
presently via Damascus. 

Air france wifi increase its 
seat capacity by 150 percent 
to Jordan. This will answer 
the increasing demand in 
both the fields of tourism and 
business.^ 
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Karak tribes back their official 
candidates in the race to Parliament 


Continued from page 1 

official. 

The three candidates now 
have a greater chance to reach 
rhe Lower House since mem¬ 
bers of each tribe have made 
an oath to back the official 
candidate of the tribe. 

On the other hand. Al 
Majali tribe, one of the most 
influential in the Karak area, 
was not able lo agree on one 
man. although it had originally 
fielded an official candidate. 
Two months ago representa¬ 
tives of all families of Al 
Mujali trihe voted for Abdel 
Hudi Al Majali. who won 2 23 
out of 270 votes. The former 
deputy is the brother of the 
current prime minister and is 
general-secretary of the een- 
lcr-right National Constitu¬ 
tional Party tNCP). 

But it is not smooth sailing 
(hr Abdel Hadi Al Majuli, who 
in rcccm days fell victim to a 
negative campaign against 
him. Several NCP officials in 
Amman believe the attack on 
Abdel Hudi Al Majali will 
hurt his re-election bid. 

Running against him from 
the same tribe are three mem¬ 
bers. who refused to accept 
majority decision. 

Amjad Ai Majali. a former 
official at the Royal Court and 
eldest son of former premier 
Hu/.a'a Al Majali. who was 
assassinated in 1961. rejected 
his tribe's ruling and asked 
that an earlier agreement to 
give him the tribe's candidacy 
be respected. 

Running his campaign from 
the town of A! Rabba near 
Karak city. Amjad appears to 
have secured the backing of 
smaller iribes. 

In addition. journalist 
Rakan Al Majali and blind 
poet Majid AI Majali arc also 
running. 

Majid Al Majali has been 
accused by traditional heads 
uf Al Majali tribe of being 
pushed to the race by some 
Amman-based opposition fig¬ 
ures to combat Abdel Hadi Al 
Majali. But he denies such 
accusations. 

Back in Karak city, the race 


lakes a different angle. A sim¬ 
ple three storey building, 
where the screams of children 
are heard- is the headquarters 
of Hafilha Al Ma'ita. or Hajeh 
Hafitha as her supporters call 
her. Clad in traditional cloth¬ 
ing of the area, her face 
taiooied. the 58-year-old illit¬ 
erate candidate is running as 
an independent. Her slogan is 
simple: “No 1 will not live in 
Abdoun" in reference to the 
posh Amman neighborhood. 
She says she doesn't care if 
she wins or Joses- Her point is 
show that poor people have a 
voice too. 

But Hajeh Hafitha does not 
enjoy her tribe’s support She 
is running against a strong 
competitor. Mousa Al Ma'itah, 
secretary general of the Arab 
Progressive Ba’aLh Party. 

Karak's downtown reflects 
the banner war that is going 
on. All talk about a better Jor¬ 
dan. a future Jordan, carrying 
the voice of the people and 
other promises. Everybody is 
running in Karak. Even the 
Islamists. 

A former Muslim Brother¬ 
hood member. Majid Al Qara- 
lih. who opposed the boycott 
decision of the movement, is 
contesting the election as an 
independent Islamist. His slo¬ 
gans center on fighting the 


Zionist enemy and following 
the scriptures. Next» hiS ban-, 
ners hang those belonging, to 
Abdef Karim AJ Qatawneh of 
-the Arab Socialist Ba’ath 
Party, which is activein 
Karak. .. - . , - 

However.. the ‘ two pan- 
Arabist Ba’ath parties are. his¬ 
torically based in Karak, a, 
number of Ba’ath activists 
were aiTested during the. last 
year's bread riots, for allega¬ 
tion of inciting violence. How¬ 
ever. the Islamist presence in 
Karak is almost negligible.- 
One independent Christian, 
candidate is riding on a wave 
of popularity. Dr Nazih 
Ammarin. a' former deputy, 
says traditional leaders' of' .bis 
tribe have applied- pressure On 
him to withdraw. But did hot 
budge. He is bitter about the 
rise of the tribal influence, in 
these elections. He says he 
does not want to be the candi¬ 
date of the tribe because it will 
produce a weak parliament 
Dr Ammarin is counting on 
the support of younger Kara- 
kis, who are breaking ranks 
with their tribe's traditional 
candidates. Smaller families, 
who believe that Araarin was 
their ally during the bread pro¬ 
tests, are also coming to his 
aid. ■ 


Article 19 lashes out at press 
law, calls for its repeal 


Continued from page 1 

It also called on the govern¬ 
ment to abolish the minimum 
capital sum required for setting 
up a newspaper. Article 19 also 
called on the government to 
strip the Press and Publication 
Dept of its censorship func¬ 
tions and to end practices 
aimed at intimidating journal¬ 
ists. It also asked that provi¬ 
sions in the Penal Code and the 
Press and Publication Law on 
defamation, innuendo and 
affront should be repealed. 

The report gave a fairly 
comprehensive outline of Jor¬ 


dan's media structure and criti¬ 
cized mandatory membership, 
by journalists to the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA), the 
government’s control of "radio 
and television and restrictions 
in the Press and Publications 
Law and other legislations. 

The report also called on the 
government to refrain from 
using “judicial processes as a 
means to harass journalists or 
otherwise interfere with free¬ 
dom of expression..” It criti¬ 
cized various measures . used 
against journalists such intimi¬ 
dation, detention without trial 
and others. ■ 


A day with Bright Star in 
the Egyptian desert 


Continued from page 1 

came towards us escorted by 
flying gunships and by a for¬ 
mation of fighter jets making 
large pirouettes in the blue sky 
above. 

Since the program said 
amphibious landing, the specta¬ 
cle went on in the Azure sea 
and immediately behind our 
high vantage point right on the 
fine white sand dunes in 
between the Bedouins! 
denuded fig trees. Supplement¬ 
ing the distributed handouts 
and media kits, were several 
military experts on hand pro¬ 
viding many of the answers 
and assessing the capabilities 
of these moving US weapons. 

As Uncle Sam ’5 guests we 
had the chance to chat up some 
of our American hosts during 
intermission. It turned out. 
many servicemen and women 
were enlisted or on reserve 
duty. One of them, a fireman 
from Chicago was contemplat¬ 
ing a college education thanks 
to a loan from the army. The 
American military has u long¬ 
standing system, which enables 
enlisted cash-strapped young¬ 
sters to get a paid-for college 
education. 

I ran into "An Officer and a 
Lady” variant—an engaging 
and attractive mother of two 
who when off duty was a lab 
technician. 1 also met an army 
public affairs captain who was 
a journalist He had met Tom 
Clancy and was hoping to 
write a movie script of his 
own. 

Whether officers or privates, 
our non-combat hosts were 
immaculately groomed. None 
of that greasy Desert Warriors 
stuff. I find it difficult to call 
their uniforms battle fatigues. 


To me these pressed garbs 
looked more like liveries tail¬ 
ored by the late Versace. As 
for those remarkable desert 
boots, they had to be from 
Gucci. Small wonder civilians 
as well as other rion-US mili¬ 
tary personnel were gawking. 1 
happen to know an American 
photographer who tried desper¬ 
ately "to weak out a swap. It 
didn’t work. 

Per chance 1 met an infantry¬ 
man who was stationed in 
Hawaii. His singular responsi¬ 
bility was Rex and Ramin, two 
of Bright Star's sniffs. 
Although Rex was old and 
almost blind, he was the unit’s 
prize explosives dog. The Ger¬ 
man Shepherd's task was to 
make sure no one had forgotten 
or misplaced a bomb' in the 
VIP dais where most of the 
two, three and four star gener¬ 
als congregated. Ramin, on the 
other hand, was the narco 
canine on duty. “Naw drinkin 
or smokin allowed on camp!” 
clarified an army grunt 

The troops from a non- 
Nato participant were evi¬ 
dently slower than normal 
when it came to running and 
scrambling. Perhaps their 
gear was to heavy. Later 1 
learned that in keeping with 
the Joneses, they had only 
just been issued with new bat- 
tledress and boots. Since 
these were not of the Gucci 
variety but more likely the 
cheaper Rhino skin or some 
other stiff element, the corn- 
pocked servicemen had diffi¬ 
culty walking. Moreover, 
they had been warned that 
any tears to their new-sprung 
battledress were deductible. 

Early afternoon and we're 
on our way back to Cairo. 


After a long morning under a 
bright vertical sun, the media- 
men' welcomed the quiet 
drone of the air-c6nditioned 
bus. Seeking to impress his 
colleague, a veteran TV- 
joumalist characterized .the 
day’s events as a glorified 
arms-expo when compared to 
his macho experience cover¬ 
ing Somalia's prime time 
landing a few years ago. A 
debate ensued as other report¬ 
ers drew on their respective 
telebattle experience: Bosnia, 
Gulf War. South Lebanon. 

Just as someone in the back 
of the bus was feeling sorry 
for CNN’s Christiane Aman- 
pour who mokes a living 
reporting real time wargames, 
a youngish reporter tried to 
convince a multi zoom-lehsed 
photographer there were two 
types of arms. The good news 
for Bright Star and other anal¬ 
ogous pageants is that many 
countries still believe in con¬ 
ventional weapons: tanks, 
warships and planes. This is 
commendable for Western 
economies and provides a 
valid vehicle for selective re¬ 
distribution of income.in mili¬ 
tary-minded regimes. The bad 
news is that the next wars 
will be fought through 
modems. A software and 
high-tech information tech¬ 
nology fair Is worth several 
military exercises. This is 
why the next wargames must 
be field in Silicon Valley. 
Zzzzzzzzz... 

1 made it back from the 
Pyramids to Maadi in 61 min¬ 
utes. As usual Giza and 
Malek aJ-Saleh bridges were 
at a standstill. If only l owned 
one of them Bright Star 
amphibious vehicles! ■ 
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In Karak, 
youngstersaM 

answering.ari' 
differed! dt®* 


Continued 

moving .away fromythe _ r| _ 

of their tribes. One 
Majid Al : Majali, a'iSndr^f 
fiery poet and a young oppa 
tion figure in his early quttie 
who is. standing against 
tribe’s- majority carafi 
Abdel Hadi Al 
strong man of 
related story). 

* Majid.. Al. MajaU^v&p;" 

mostly campaigning. im A^c 
among the Karaki studentR sa 
he found strong support i.fntjfcf™"' 
fellow tribesmen. .. 

He registered his name ■ 
candidate in the last tmndte:^^H|L 
contest the same seat tfiat hg ^^ p;. 
stronger rival, Abdpl toir,':; 

Majali, is comesting m'tl^^w««™- 
Qaser district, where _ 

the MajalJs live. .." . ■ ?: 

However, MajidlwUeyd^thfes—^.. 
he will not affect Abdel 
constituency. “My voters. 'arajgng: 
his are world’s apart" he say sflag?- 
“I know- that ray race will.f^SE: 
difficult, but my goal Is not .ffi gB E fc - 
win or lose—it is to present 
civilized model of electiorrt^/ f ' 

Majid’s father. Abdel 
-rejected his son’s' chaJlen^^Hpt_ 
because he had departed froniagj&; 
the tribe's majority; ruling; 
told his son that his vote 
to the ■ ■Basha\ roferriri£3pi® ? 
Abdel Hadi Al Majali. 

Majid hits no campaign 
quarters in Karak, - but~&vetQy Bair 
young Karokis in AJ Qaser .^cEjSrevV 
friends of the famous poet corite'fjSj.L 
from Amman for the day. tu'dBfeagi 
tribute banners and: pictures .ofXpt’' 
Majid. •• ■ 

Majid’s campaign manage* 
another young member-gf 
■tribe, .jouniafist Mr" 

Majali.. 

Many ybitng^ Karakisi 
Sa'acL also feel ka down> 
tbeir traditional' leadetV- . 

made it to Parliamentbcfate. 

’• Samir, 31, has - been" ^ 

ployed for the past^t^yea^v, ; ^. 
He also took tfebfqu 

riots. “By the time tbey ldepdiX!^-. 
tiesj reach Amman, 
their links with us and fonjyr, $3% 
remember Karak in the 
elections," he says. "The ptofejfi 
lem is thaL traditional tribe leadrt.jK ^ 
ers think that they still own obrl^’t-- 
decision, which is not the case.”:^’.'' 
he adds. 

“We have matured.: 131#^-: 
bread uprising taught us a tough|jp£. 
lesson. We found no onenround^£!-' 
us because our voices did bbtjff" 
make it to Amman,” Samirp^. ! 
says. : 1 

One Mu’ta University studen£^?. ; i. 
introducing himself as Ahma^^^ < 
says tribal heads know that dwy^'V 
are losing control of the ,'ygifiB^z: 
sector in the dans. “It is goodro:%--:, 
have a strong tribe, but itis batfte^irr 
feel that you are only a vote 
this tribe,” he says. • • ' ..- 

Other young Karakis w ailing!-. 
even farther in their chdienge^-/ 
to their iribes. AIL, 24, lost h&«£T 
job after the bread riots pS :-: 
although he says he was 
involved. He and a group 
friends representing different^;?/ 
tribes in Wadi AI Karat 
former deputy Nazih Ammarin.;^- 
and convinced him to re-run 
the coming elections. 

Mr Ammarin, contesting the^t-: 
Christian seat, was accused fyijf, 
the previous government •.. •of 3 / 
inciting Karakis to riot againstje^v 
the lifting of the bread subsidies 
last year. Many of those wbo.ixiL 
were arrested during the riots’~ 
were released after Amu • : 
intervention. Ali says other 
Karak legislators did nothing, v £* 

He explains that when;the^1: 
tribe becomes dominated 
few with individual interests 
then “we have the rigbt 
for our interests outside ,tbe~£v*- 
tribe’s domination.” ■ \ 
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Hannover Boy’s Chom 
performs in Amman 

ON THURSDAY 30 October, tbe National Music__ 

tory presents a major concert featuring the 70 smgers btifie 
Hannover Boy’s Choir with tbe Orchestra of the NMC nnikrt£ 
tbe baton of proTessor Heinz Hennig. This wonderftil axnalg*r. 

®f musicians and singers wffl present a memorable eye? . 
mng of German folk songs, famous vocal pieces with mnars^fe 
by Bach and Schubert and two Jordanian so dps, Badrn Tuns • 
and the popular, Ya Hala Bidder. *' 

On Saturday 1 November, the Choir and the Orchestrd iOt i 
present another unique performance especially derfgned.^ii 
school students. The performance aims at prodding adtani" 

° P E2 rtU 5! tieS ^ < * an “ n students which mi ght in tnfd 
entice schools to form choir groups of their own. It afcw prp?; 
vims tire modal formation of a choir to be followed by scw&» ; 
which already encompass choirs. . - 

The secret of the Hannover Boy’s Choir success star^BBiX 
diligenre and the awareness that mnsk,majdira is not jnrt^' 
occupation like any other but is concerned with the practice^ '. 
^ “ a beUrf m ** P 0 ^ of the 
of access has held good for 4 6 years, and itwffi jo 
so in the future. 

Hannover Boy’s Choir was founded in IPSO by its rondiu^; 
Hemz Hennig, then 23 years old.'! V .t" 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


Beltaji blames Netanyahu for flagging 
tourism 


St Aqel BeNi is Speakine 10 

flagging tourism fig¬ 
ures in the region due 


to the election of Israeli 
of Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu. He 
pointed out that the 
change of government 
in Israel negatively 
affected every single 
country in the region, 
adding thaL Israel was 
affected most He said 
that Jordan anticipated 
an 8 percent to 10 per¬ 
cent increase in the 
number of tourists for 
this year, however, the 
figure was down to 2.5 
percent According to 
Beltaji most of these 
tourists came from the 



Beltaji 


Gulf countries, but suggested i I percent of tourists came 
from Israel. 


Drugs seized 

■ The anti-drugs squad has managed to'seize-yet another 
narcotics shipment coming through the border. One of the 
smugglers is said to be one of Lhe sons of one of the candi¬ 
dates standing for the November elections. Col Sharaydeh 
said the shipment was on one of the trucks that was com¬ 
ing in from Lebanon. The squad followed the truck to a 
farm in the Jordan Valley, and after a thorough search 
they found five and a half kilograms of heroin. Four men 
were apprehended and will face charges. So far this month 
a kilogram of opium, 75 kilograms of hashish and 300 
Captigon tablets were uncovered. But the issue has 
received wide media attention. After investigations, it 
became apparent that the son of Khalil Hadadin is alleg¬ 
edly involved in the latest drugs shipment. But the issue is 
taking a political dimension. Opposition leaders are say¬ 
ing why publicize the issue now, at a point when Jordan is 
on the eve of the elections. They add its clearly a deliber¬ 


ate move to discredit Haddadin who is fighting for re- 
elections in the Amman's Third District. 'Hiis was 


rejected by Dr Mazen Al Armouti, the government 
spokesman for electoral affairs, who says that this is a 
legal issue and not related to the elections'. 


Shoot out in Zeezya 

■ Two people were killed and one injured after a quarrel 
in Zeezya. a town south of Amman. A number of people 
began shooting at each other in an argument over the search 
for gold in the area. 


Elections* cards: Taken and returned 

■ It's the eleaions again. A number of candidates stand¬ 
ing for elections in the? different electoral districts in the 
Amman Govemorate were taken to the public_prosecutor. 
They were said to have taken away the elections' cards of 
some of the voters as a means of pressure on elections day. 
After questioning, the elections cards were returned to the 
voters. 


Health dispute settled 

■ The 10-day dispute which erupted between the Ministry 
of Health and three professional associations—doctors,' 
dentists and pharmacists has been finally settled. Ministry 
officials promised that they would yield to their demands. 
Members of these associations took strike action at 41 hos¬ 
pitals and 429 health centers around the country. At the 
heart of the dispute involved incentives and allowances 
demanded by public health sector employees. Associations’ 
officials have already said (hat they don’t warn to escalate 
the dispute and stressed the need for a positive dialogue 
with the ministry. 


# Yemeni President Ali Abdallah Saleh is received by His Majesty King Hussein , Monday. Mr Saleh arrived to the 
Kingdom on a two-day visit from Egypt Frank discussions took place between the two-leaders. Speaking on the third 
anniversary of the Jordan-Israeli peace treaty, King Hussein said that the atmosphere that prevails around the peace 
process is not what it was when it was signed on 26 October 1994. He said that at the beginning stages he was very 
encouraged and full of hope that the treaty will be part of a wide effort for the Palestinians to achieve their rights on 
their national soiL In a response to a question at a joint press conference , he said that “/ believe that there is a large 
group in Israel that is still committed to reach peace...” President Saleh said that the Mossad's attempt to assassinate 
Hamas leader Khalid Misha’l was a clear proof of Israeli terrorism. 


The 


Zerqa 

dark horse 


in 


the elections 


By Marwan Asmar 

Star Staff Wrhtr 


ZERQA—In previous elec¬ 
tions' campaigns, the Zerqa 
District was reputed to be one 
of the most hotly contested 
govemoraies in- the country. 
What is distinctive about Zerqa 
is that it combined strong polit¬ 
ical forces of Islamists, leftists 
and tribal candidates. With a 
population of over 600.000. 
Zerqa is the second biggest 
constituency after Amman, 
with a total of 242.198 regis¬ 
tered voters. 

Despite the boycott, led by 
the Islamists and some leftists 
and nationalist opposition. 
Zerqa has not lost the panache. 
Forty candidates are standing 
for the six-seat constituency to 
be divided among four Mus¬ 
lims, a Christian and a Circas¬ 
sian/Chechen. 

On the outside, everything 
looks normal. Candidates are 
gearing up for what promises to 
be a hot elections. But the boy¬ 
cott decision has given hope to 
many independent candidates 
to make it to the next Parlia¬ 


ment. Their chances have 
improved by the absence of the 
IAF. which traditionally has a 
wide base of popular support. 

But despite this, many inde¬ 
pendent Islamists have joined 
the fray. They include. Fuad Al 
Khalafut. a former Islamic 
Action Front deputy. Ma'rouf * 

Al Qousini, a retired army ) ^ 
officer, and Dr Imad Al 
Din Abu Saneimeh. 



men. V- ■ 

Political ana- ....- 

lysis suggest f * 

that all of them i 
have an equal 
chance to make * w 
it. However 
there are two 
points to bear in 
mind: Khalafat is from 
Tafieieh and has come to fight 
the elections on an independent 
ticket, while the other two are 
from Zerqa and are counting on 
popular support. 

Under such circumstances, 
the Zerqa district promises to 
be the dark horse of electoral 
districts. 

But all indications point to a 
growing apathy among voters. 

Many have failed to collect 


their voting cards, while others 
don't even know where polling 
stations are situated. 

Campaigners, however, are 
keeping their fingers crossed, 
hoping that voters will make a 
turn out in the end. But one 
campaign manager. 
Qais Al Bayari. in At 
Russeifeh was more 
forthright. 

He says that there is a 


The 


Toujan Faisal 

‘Iron Lady’ is 


not 


giving up yet 


By a Star Staff Writer 


SHE IS seen as a home-grown 
Jordanian phenomenon, a woman 
you either like or hate—no mid¬ 
dle eround She is said to scream 
at her political opponents, who 
would shy away to avoid her 
wrath. However, there are times, 
when her male .counterparts, 
blowing full steam ahead, wouM 
lake her on like the ume when 
deputy Jamal Al Khureisha threw 

j-n* by many of her foes, she 
SSidrt vigor to the Lower House 
rWnent. Her enemies 
secretly envied her for her fieiy 

character 

sweet* under the dome. Toujan 

JE?i sliders when she speaks- 

SS&sa- 


«!? **%£*%** 


woman 


The Lower House in lhe 


- "arssv—s 


wonJs- In tn brand of 

the prevailing age^ ri the ocm- 

-’WfssiuissiSS 

challenging ^ ones which she 



contrary, she thinks of herself as 
a national politician, with 
national aims and aspirations. 
Faisal is a ‘'passionate politician" 
who believes in the ultimate right 
of the Jordanian and Arab people. 


She believed it Is the duty of govern¬ 
ment to fight unemployment, alleviate pov¬ 
erty and create a stronger economy. And in 
this respect she went after corruption and 
tried to expose it with alacrity. 

Representing the Circassian/Chechen 
seat in Amman’s Third District, Faisal 
never thought of herself as a deputy who 
represented one section of society. On the 


That passion was reflected in 
her fiery character. But it was not 
all emotion. She also offered a 
certain rationale, and by working 
with other members of the oppo¬ 
sition. even with those whom she 
disagreed with many limes, she 
was able to leave her mark on the 
12th Parliament 

From the start she made iL 
clear that she meant husincss. 
She set the tone, giving the first 
Majali government, back in 1993 
the thumps down. She accused 
his government of coming in to 
make peace with the Israelis. 

She remained a fervent anti- 
normalizer, speaking strongly 
against the peace treaty that Jor¬ 
dan had signed with Israel at the 
end of 1994. 

As a member of an elected 
house of Parliament, she believed 
strongly that deputies must have 
greater power in the national 
issues that affect the nation. 

Although she is considered to 
be on the left of center, fre¬ 
quently siding with Islamist and 
nationalist politicians in the lust 
Lower House, she refused to 


adhere lo the boycott of the coming elec¬ 
tions, which the Islamists had called for. 
She‘said thai “even one voice" that repre¬ 
sents the alternative in the next Lower 
House will make a difference. 

However for the present, she needs to 
get oyer the next hurdle and get re-elected. 
Political pundits say her race will be tough, 
but the iron lady is not giving up. ■ 


general mood of dissatis¬ 
faction among voters, adding 
j that there are so many fac¬ 
tors that are accounting 
t for this. One is the 
Islamic boycott, but 
another is people's 
indifference to the elec¬ 
tions and their impact on their 
lives. People in his area are 
busy making ends meet, and 
dealing with spiralling costs of 
living. Contrary to logic, he 
adds, these things have made 
people slowly move away from 
politics. 

But despite this, the haul is 
still going on and deputies or 
former deputies still believe 
that there is a chance to mobi¬ 
lize voters. Mansour Seif Al 
Din Murad is fighting for the 
Circ ass ian/Chechen scat. 

Although he lost his seat in the 
1993 elections, this year he is 
making what appears to be a 
great comeback, according to 
his elections' manager in 
Russeifeh. 

But there are two things lo 
remember about this candidate: 
This is the first time he makes 
a pitch for this district and sec¬ 
ondly, he is facing one of the 
most astute politicians in this 
neck o.f the woods. Sheikh 
Abdel Baqi Ganich has served 
as a politician for a great num¬ 
ber of years and is well known 


and respected among his Che¬ 
chen community. 

But Murad's campaign man¬ 
ager dismissed this point out of 
hand. He said Murad, who is 
also from Zerqa. is a well 
known and respected figure. 
An additional thorn that could 
stand against Murad won a seat 
in Amman’s Third District in 
the 1989 elections. 

Because of his past political 
experience. Murad is liked and 
respected among the Palestin¬ 
ians who could give him their 
support, but (hat again depends 
on one condition: A high voter 
turnout on elections day. 

In addition lo Garoo and 
Murad, others are fighting for 
the same seat, including 
Mohammad Taha Arslan, Abed 
Al Jalil Abu Baker Al Che- 
chani, Ahmed Musa Al Che- 
chani and Yousef Kheir Al Din 
Chechani. 

But elections wouldn't be 
complete without the Christian 
seat. Three candidates are in 
line: Former deputy Bassam 
Haddadin. Mohammad A! 
Yousef AJ Qsous and Jamil 
Qondah who put his name 
down to run for the elections at 
the last minute. 

The general mood is- that 
there will be a tough fight for 
this seat. It is argued that Had- 
tiudin. who is seeking re- 
elections. will face two tough 
contenders, and at the very 
least they will take away some 
of his voters. 

However, his election man¬ 
ager in Al Russeifeh says that 
he stands a very good chance 
of re-election because of his 
work as a constituency deputy 
in the last Lower House. ■ 


FUTUREKIDS 


A 



The American largest 
computer company for helping 
chi loren around the world master the 
potfer of computer is notf in Amman. 



m- Three women candidates have been banned from holding 
a public debate in Amman's Fifth District. Lai la Fgi.snL 
Heyam Kaiimat and Fcrdous AI Masri were refused permis¬ 
sion by the Amman Govemorate officials from organizing 
meetings and debates with the voters in the area. 


*■ An election campaign with a touch of garlic. At the start 
many received multiple voting cards, by mistakes. The Min¬ 
istry of Interior acted and withdrew ail the multiple ones. 
However, by the latest hour, it seems that the electorates, 
here and there, do continue to receive the multiple phenome¬ 
non. One man in Amman's First District said (hat he 
received II voting cards. However, his family only has six 
members who were allowed tq* vote. Another has received 
two. another has received three: and the last just keeps going 
on and on. but we are continually being assured that the Min¬ 
istry is doing something about it. 


<ar Police have managed to catch two elections' culprits forg¬ 
ing voting cards in favor of one of the candidates for 
Amman’s Fourth Disrrici. About 9468 voters’ cards were in 
the process of being duplicated at one of the commercial 
printers in Amman. Right at the start of the election cam¬ 
paign a similar find was unveiled. More than 1500 forged 
voting cards were identified in the Med-Bedouin 
Constituency. 


It's election fever. The number of candidates standing for 
the November elections is stabilizing at 542 having gone 
down all the way from 561. The number of voting centers in 
the country is 1373 that have 3689 ballot boxes. There are 
1075 counting committees. 


According to a latest poll. 66.7 percent will exercise their 
righi to vole in the next elections. The poll of 2811 people 
conducted by the Center of Jordanian Studies at Yarmouk 
University suggested that 27.1 percent will not take pan in 
the elections. The poll found more women. 67.1 percent, are 
likely to vote, than men. This figure increased among illiter¬ 
ate women at 79.3 percent. Further to this, it was suggested 
that people with higher degrees are less likely to participate, 
the figure went down to as low as 49.4 percent. Also figures 
showed that people with higher income, that is between the 
JD 400 - JD 500 category are more likely u« participate than 
otherwise. In the 1993 elections it was the people with JD 
100 to JD 200 income brackets who participated most in the 
elections. The poll suggested that 91 percent of those mier- 
viewed didn't belong to any political parties, the number that 
did was only 7.4 percent. On the other hand. 70 percent ol 
those polled suggested that parties don’t satisfy the objec¬ 
tives of individuals as opposed to 13.2 percent! Lastly, the 
poll suggested that 84.6 percent .said that the elections 
strengthen democracy whereas 11.4 percent said othemi.se. 


Ten years on, this elections' campaign could just be 
dubbed as the flying campaign, or could this be a little far¬ 
fetched. As of this week, the Ministry of Interior has allowed 
all prospective candidates to carry their elections' campaign 
right up into the air. Candidates con now rent hand glides to 
put their message across. Officials at lhe Ministry say that 
the Elections Law does not ban the use of any kind of planes 
in the elections’ campaign. But there is a procedure. Candi¬ 
dates must get a permission from the Ministry of Interior for 
a security clearance. The Hand Gliders Club said it is fully 
prepared to partake in the advertising campaign, however, it 
will cost candidates JD 650 per hour. 
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Our Say 


The press law again 


a TWO-DAY seminar on media and press freedom in Jordan has focused attention 
Spain on the controversial amendments to the Press and Publication Law, imposed by 
the onvemment in May. The seminar, organized by two load research centers ^coop¬ 
eration with Article 19, the International Centre Against Censorship, has discussed 
wide-ranging topics dealing with the state of the Jordanian media and freedom of ex- 

Pr ^e°holding of the seminar coincided with the release this week of a report on the 
Jordanian prels by Article 19, which criticized the temporary law and called tor its re- 

pe WWie the government’s point of view was presented by the Deputy Prime Minister 
the Director of Press and Publication DepL, it was clear that the official smnd did 
not convince members of the Jordanian press and international experts attending the 


Olive 

picking 


0 An elderly lady from 
Beit Hanena, near Jeru¬ 
salem is busy collecting 
olives. Hundreds of peo¬ 
ple in Jordan and the 
West Bank and Gaza 
are involved in the olive 
harvesting season. 
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Notes from the Levant 

Riad Al Rayyess: 

A never tiring warrior 
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against the Arab censor 


By Osama Ei-Sherif 


^The^emDorary law is accused of dealing a blow to freedom of the press and to the 
> n Iordan. The law has already claimed 13 weekly newspapers and 

has curtailed editors’ ability to carry out their duties and responsibilities. 

The amendments were passed by the government in the absence of the Lower House 
and experts say they are filled with legal loopholes and articles that contradict the Con- 

Stl The°temiX 3 rary lavThas already been condemned by journalists, political parties, pro¬ 
fessional associations and independent figures in Jordan in addition to many local and | 

one wouW havTSpected die government to review its petition andoffer 
wavs to resolve the crisis, which is hurting Jordan s image worldwide, instead, we 
were shocked to hear senior officials fiercely defending the law in total disregard to 

PU There doubt thaTcertai n excesses by the press, particularly the 

have contributed to the government’s decision to carry out the controversial 
P 6 ’ Hmenrc But the temporary law has gone beyond the treatment of these excesses 

freedom If pres/in the counuy. I.-« considered 
government’s control of the press by maintaining its ownership m the two major da - 

,U The government has overridden the legislature and the press community in _re- 
. frinf nf one of the most important public liberties laws in the land. What we wanted 
to hear*was not a blind defense of the law but a promise to work closely with the press 
bodv and the future Lower House to redress the imbalances and maintain' Jonkn s 
cornrnitment to democracy and people’s Constitutional right to freedom of expression. 

of what the government saya. that the temporary 

law has dealt a severe blow to press freedom and created doubts about the fofure ^ 
demoTratSItion process. What is needed is not defensive posturing, but an honest de¬ 
sire to review tiw impact of the amendments and worktogether to produce a new a 
that maintains public interest while safeguarding press freedom.■ — 


FEW IN the Arab world will 
probably mourn the closure, 
this month, of Al Kushkool Ar¬ 
abic bookshop in the heart ol 
London's trendy Knightsbridgc 
district. But Arab intellectuals 
will sciuse the vacuum left h\ 
the bookstore whose controver¬ 
sial commodity included many 
titles that are banned in the 
Arab world. Al Kashkool be¬ 
came a cultural oasis in an arid 
literary landscape, where free¬ 
dom of expression and moral 
courage transcended the obnox¬ 
ious red lines drawn by Arab 
censors and their merciless 
scissors. 

While for most Arabs Lon¬ 
don is the capital of shopping 
and good times, for the threat¬ 
ened breed of liberal Arab 
thinkers it is a cultural refuge: a 
haven away from the blunt au¬ 
thority of censors and disinfor¬ 
mation organs of the slate. One 
man has led the way. and by his 
rejection of official custody 
over the truth. Riad Najib Al 
Rayyess found himself in self- 
imposed exile in London in the. 
mid-1970s. He was one of 
thousands of Arab thinkers, 
writers and journalists who 
were chased away by the Leba¬ 
nese civil war. He is a strange 
mixture of all three. 

The Syrian-born Al Rayyess 
belongs to a minority of Arab 
intellectuals. He is a stubborn, 
some call him romantic, believ¬ 
er in the dream and promise ol 
Arab nationalism. His intellec¬ 
tual aspirations found home in 
the liberal and influential An 
Ndhar Arabic daily, where he 
I became a roving senior corre¬ 
spondent for the Beirut paper 
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traveling all over the world and 
covering some of the most im¬ 
portant events in the 1960s and 

■70s. _. . 

Lebanon's embrace of intel¬ 
lectual freedom influenced him 
in such a way that Al Rayyess 
promised himself never to live 
under authoritarian rule. 

When he drifted to London 
he quickly set off on one of his 
many literary projects begin¬ 
ning with the publication of Al 
Miiiuir weekly newspaper, one 
of the first Arabic titles to be 
published in the diaspora. This 
is when Al Rayyess found him¬ 
self on a collision course with 
what would become his life¬ 
long nemesis: the Arab censor. 
Al Manur's experience was 
short-lived- But the pioneering 
spirit of Al Rayyess was not. 
He launched a number of 
.smaller publishing projects un¬ 
til he found himself face to 
face with his biggest challenge; 
to start an Arab bonk publish¬ 
ing house in London. 

“He was no ordinary publish¬ 
er. Years of countless, and of¬ 
ten fruitless, confrontations 
with Arah censors have only 
hardened his resolve. Al Rayy- 
ess Books embraced a genera¬ 
tion of rebellious Arab writers, 
pocis and thinkers like Al Sa- 
deq A! Nuyhoum and Yousif 
Al Khal to name a few. A 
banned or persecuted writer 
would he welcomed with open 
arms by Al Rayyess in his Rus¬ 
sel Square office. He published 
hundreds of titles covering con¬ 
troversial Arab political, social, 
historical and literary issues. 
While few books were allowed 
into some Arab countries, 
many were not and even the ti¬ 
tles that were ordered directly 


from the publisher 
were confiscated by 
the Arab censor. 

Then. AJ Rayyess 
made yet another 
gamble. He published 
a monthly literary 
magazine, Al Naqid 
(The Critic), which 
again was banned 
from most Arab coun¬ 
tries. He was not 
about to strike a truce 
with his. opponents 
and Al Naqid thrived 
on controversy and 
taboos, from the state 
of Arab women to of¬ 
ficial censorship _ to 
cultural persecution. 

Al Rayyess became 
the anti-thesis of the 
Arab censor and the Al Rayyess 
mentality that created 
him. The magazine was fre- w 
quently confiscated, banned, 
and eventually Al Rayyess had w 
to close it. ™ 

But the cigar-smoking sar- to 
castic publisher was not about R 
to give up. If he can't send his m 
books to Arab countries, then ei 
his readers can come to Lon- ui 
don to buy them. Thus he start- ci 
ed Al Kashkool and for a ft 
while, Al Rayyess seemed to v, 
have had his day against the 
Arab censor. * 

Meanwhile, he remained the k 
quintessential reporter, sniffing d 
for stories and following a lead u 
to the end of the world. c 

He traveled to the Central a 
Asian Republics, emerging ? 
from decades of Soviet hege- i 
mony, to write about the for- t 
gouen Muslim world and later I 
traced Islam's historical and’ t 
cultural foray Into the Horn of 1 
Africa. Both riveting accounts i 
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were later published in books. 

The end of Lebanon’s civil 
war renewed his hopes of ter¬ 
minating his exile and returning 
to the Arab world. But Al 
Rayyess could not find solace 
in the new Lebanon that was 
emerging. Once again he was 
under the authority of the ottv- 
cial censor and when, be re¬ 
fused to compromise, his books 
were confiscated yet again^ _ 
Does the closure of Al Kash¬ 
kool in London mean that Al 
Rayyess has finally lost his 
decades-old war against the 
ubiquitous censor? He never 
claimed to be a businessman 
and his failed ventures may not 
vouch for him among frustrated 
investors, but for Arab intellec- 
tuals who found refuge in his 
publications and lonely London 
bookstore, the romantic AJ 
Rayyess is not unlike the myth 
ical phoenix. ■ 
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State-sponsored assassination is a 
tricky, unpredictable business... 


By Eric Margolis 


Subscriptions: (annual) Jordan ID 20, Arab countries US$ 100, W. Europe US$ 200, 

USA & Canada US$200. . .. , 

Letters to Ike editor: WiU be edited for brevity, must contain name and address of sender. 


Israel’s botched attempt to as¬ 
sassinate an official of the Pales¬ 
tinian Hamas movement on 25 
September in Amman, has 
changed ihe Mideast's political 
landscape, brought worldwide 
condemnation down Israel, and 
shows dramatically why stale- 
sponsored murder is best avoid- 
ed. 

Assassination is always a 
uicky. dangerously unpredicta¬ 
ble, business that’s best avoided. 

So concluded the best minds 
in US intelligence a decade ago. 
Israel's floundering prime min¬ 
ister, Benjamin Netanyahu, has 
just learned this important les¬ 
son. 

You don’t send out assassins 
without first asking. "What hap¬ 
pens if the atiempt failsT’ Mos- 
sad is probably the world’s 
ablest intelligence service. 

Even so. some operations are 
bound by the law of averages to 
go awry. 

The attack on Khalid Misha I 
by five Israeli agents disguised 
as Canadian tourists looked like 
a rushed mission mounted with¬ 
out M os sad's usual meticulous 
preparation, suggesting some¬ 
one high-up ordered an immedi¬ 
ate hit 

Why was a not-so-important 
Hamas political official target¬ 
ed? 

The Israeli press says Misha 1 
was not even involved in previ¬ 
ous Hamas bombings. Why not 
go after hardcore Hamas bomb¬ 
ers instead? , .. 

One easilv sympathizes witn 
Ihe Israeli government’s desire 
to take drastic action to counter 
leirorism. Israel has been 
shocked and terrified by Hamas 
suicide bombers blowing up 
Jewish civilians. The public de¬ 
manded action. 

But what would killing Mis¬ 
ha’I have accomplished? His 
murder would certainly _ have 
triegerd new Hamas bombings. 

Had Lhe Mossad assassins 
gpnen away with killing Mis- 
jia’l—by using an unknown poi¬ 
son injected into his ear that ap¬ 
parently left no trace—who 
would have known of Israel s 
revenge? 

How many other Mideast fig¬ 
ures have been killed by Mos- 
sad’s invisible venom? If Yasser 
Arafat dies of natural causes, 
will Israel be blamed-and 
bombed—anyway? 

As a democracy, civilized so¬ 
ciety and military superpower, 
Israel should not be running a 
Mideast version of Murder Inc. 

To see how wrong this policy 
is, put the shoe on the other 

foot . .. . 

Last year, a UN investigation 
found Israel specifically shelled 
the Qana refugee camp in south 
Lebanon, which was packed 
with families of Hezbollah guer- 
_ rill as. 


Over 100 Lebanese civilians, 
women and children, were 
killed. They died as surely and 
bloodily from Israeli 155 mm 
shells as did Jews from nail- 
packed Hamas bombs. 

Does Lebanon's government 
have the right under Israel’s 
eye-lor-an-cye policy to send hit 
teams to kill Israeli generals and 
officials who authorized the 
Qana attack? Can Palestinians 
go after Israeli officers who 
used anti-personnel duster 
bombs and napalm against refu¬ 
gee camps? 

Can Lebanon rightfully assas¬ 
sinate Israel’s Gen. Ariel Shar¬ 
on, who, in 1982, ordered the in¬ 
vasion of Lebanon and massive 
shelling of Beirut that killed 
15.700”Lebanese civilians? 

Two days before attempting 
to kill Misha’ 1, Israel reportedly 
received a message from Hamas 
offering a 10-year ceasefire in 
exchange for Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank and ending 
Jewish settlements. Netanyahu 
claims he only got this excep¬ 
tionally important message after 
the botched assassination. 

His supponers blame Mossad 
chief Danny Yalom for sitting 
on the message. Yalom denies 
ii. This is pan of a furious battle 
of leaks raging between Mossad 
and Netanyahu’s cabinet. 

Some Netanyahu supporters 
claim the Mossad hit was a 
rogue operation never author¬ 


ized by the prime minister. 

Mossad partisans leak back 
that it was all Neianyahu’s hair- 
brained [sic] idea—and that 
he’s now crying to make Mos¬ 
sad chief Yatom fell guy for the 
fiasco. 

Other critics say a hardline 
cabal inside Mossad is deter¬ 
mined to thwart any peace with 
Palestinians—which is likely 
true. ... , 

All this finger-pointing looks 
like the beginning of a second 
Lavon Affaire. 

In 1954-55, Israel sought to 
sabotage warming relations be¬ 
tween the US and Nasser’s 
Egypt. Israeli intelligence re¬ 
cruited Egyptian Jews and or¬ 
dered them to plant bombs in 
US libraries and cinemas show¬ 
ing American films. 

The agents were caught and 
hanged. A huge scandal erupted 
in Israel. The government 
claimed it was a rogue opera¬ 
tion run by defence minister 
Pinhas Lavon. He insisted it 
was ordered by the government. 
Lavon was sacked. To this day, 
the affair remains shrouded in 
mystery. 

Debate over the Amman fias¬ 
co will probably rage on for 
years. 

Meanwhile, the failed plot 
has ignited a train of strange 
events. 

To divert blame from Israel, 
a former Canadian ambassador 


to Israel endangered his coun- 
ttynm’s lives by suggesting 
Canada was involved in the 

P ,0L K-l 

In another bizarre twist, while 
publically ordering Arafat to 
keep arresting Hamas members. 
Netanyahu freed from prison 
Hamas founder Sheikh Yassin, 
and 70 other Hamas ''terrorists" 
in order to get his would-be as¬ 
sassins back from Jordanian 
custody. . 

Palestinians, enraged by Ne¬ 
tanyahu's crude sabota^ of the 
peace process and economic 
punishments, see the increasing¬ 
ly unpopular Arafat as an Amer- 
ican-lsraeli stooge. 

Half now support Hamas. Ne¬ 
tanyahu’s blunders have sudden¬ 
ly transformed Hamas into a ma¬ 
jor, even legitimate political 
player. Small wonder Netanyahu 
and Arafat have resumed talks. 

They’ve been scared into 
each other’s unloving arms by a 
surging Hamits. 

A horrified Netanyahu may 
even find he’s created a sort of 
Palestinian Khomeini—a nice 
irony, since Israel help found 
Hamas in the 1980s to rival the 
PLO. 

Netanyahu came to power by 
claiming he would give Israel se¬ 
curity. What he's given, so far, is 
a deepening mess and the threat 
of much more bloodshed. ■ 

The Calgary Sun 


Who has a tough race? 


To The Editor. 


Your story IThe Star 23 Octo¬ 
ber) which dealt with female 
candidates having a tough race 
to the Dome, is simply mislead¬ 
ing and has the scent of-bias 
against some women candi¬ 
dates. The writer. Mr Raed Al 
Abed should know better why 
he wrote that story in that fash¬ 
ion, but we would like to tell 
where Mr Al Abed went wrong. 

■ Women groups fail to sup¬ 
port Ms Toujan Faisal, the out¬ 
spoken deputy, he says. Of 
course they do. But the reason 
for that failure, the writer 
choose note to discuss. First, in 
addition to Ms Faisal's candida¬ 
cy to parliament this time, there 
are other 16 women candidates; 
Ms Faisal's outstanding perfor¬ 
mance in the previous parlia¬ 
ment is but one main factor be¬ 
hind this show up of political 
activism on the part of women 
in this country. She was a model 
of a serious and dedicated depu¬ 
ty who knows her trade welL 
The othpr 16 women candidates 
have the right to feel that they, 
also, can defend their rights and 


convictions and perform as 
well, may be better, than Ms 
FaisaL 

■ Since there are other 16 
women candidates in the race, it 
goes without saying that women 
groups’ votes will be dispersed 
among those candidates, simply 
because women have different 
views and opinions about those 
candidates. Ms Faisal never 
claimed that she was the undis¬ 
puted candidate of women. On 
the contrary she was consistent 
in her call for not dealing with 
the issue of woman's participa¬ 
tion in Parliament on a quota 
basis. That idea would put 
women's issues in a certain cat¬ 
egory as if “they" were of a dif¬ 
ferent kind or species of human 
beings! Men and women alike 
should stand on equal footing 

when it comes to electing or be¬ 
ing elected. Ms Faisal does not 
want to ■ depend on women s 
votes, only, to be in the parlia- 
ment and there ties the big mis¬ 
reading of Mr Al Abed, 

■ As far as the 17 women - 
candidates are feeing a tough 
competition from male candi¬ 
dates on the basis of sheer num¬ 


bers of candidates (31 to 1). the 
writer should be reminded that 
in the last elections 1993, there 
were three courageous women 
candidates running against near¬ 
ly 600 male candidates, and the 
outcome was that one third of 
those women candidates made 
it to the parliament! This time 
you have more than five times 
and plus of women candidates 
running against 544 male candi¬ 
dates. By simple calculation 
women this time have the upper 
hand in being elected compara¬ 
tively speaking, and the record 
will be beaten once again! 

■ Finally, should someone 
need an indication on who is 
afraid of who. and who is ner¬ 
vous over women's candidacy 
and political activism, the fla¬ 
grant intimidation of a woman 
candidate, with the name of Wi- 
saf Ka’abneh, in the central re¬ 
gion of the country by shooting 
at her with live ammunition.' 
could be a fine case study, on 
who is having a tough race to 
the Dome! 


Jihan Al Hayek and 

Salim Ayoub 
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I II press Moguls, to main- 
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I What can be an impw: I 
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B The Jordan New Cables 
Co- lias generated profits 
estimated at JD 533.000 
over the first half of this 
years. This is a rise of 63 
percent compared with the 
same period last year. Pre¬ 
tax profits are JD 301,000. 
The company's assets 
reached JD 11.27 million. 
Its net sales stood at JD 
4.01 million, recording an 
increase of 104 percent for 
the same half last year. The 
company which was estab¬ 
lished in 1992, has a capital 

of JD7.991300. 

® The cost of living for 
September increased. It rose 
by 12.9 points during the 
month, compared with 8.8 
points in August, according 
to official statistics. Meat 
and chicken prices went 
down by 1.6 percent. The 
average rate of inflation for 
the first nine months was 
2.3 percent, which is 
, slightly high compared with 
the Z1 percent in the same 
period last year. 

■ The overall traded bonds 
at the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) during die 
first eight months of this 
year reached JD 1.72 mil¬ 
lion, according to latest sta¬ 
tistics. Since early 1990s 
the bonds market has been 
exposed to a noticeable 
weakness due to the short¬ 
age of liquidity which is 
mainly directed to stock 
trading. Also investors, over 
the last three years, have 
come to prefer to deposit 
their money in banks seek¬ 
ing a fixed and warranted 
profit. 

What also affects the ■ 
weak . performance of the 
bonds' market is the lack of 
media and promotional 
strategy that guarantee insti¬ 
tutional concerns and 
attracts individual invest¬ 
ments. The bonds exchange 
includes development 
bonds, treasury bonds, 
treasury permits and loan 

■ bonds. Trading, since more 
than six years, is mainly 
•limited to development 
bonds. However, the bonds’ 
exchange in 1989 reached 
its peak, when trading in 
this kind of investments 
was about JD 221 million, 
representing one fourth of 
tradings since 1978: Bonds' 
issues at the primary market 
reached '-302 million 
from 1978 till die end of 
Iasi years. 

■ Arab Wings, the 
Amman-based executive jet 
charter services company, 
has confirmed it will dis¬ 
close details of a $5 million 
three-year lease contract 
concluded with a multi¬ 
national company in the ( 
Dubai intem&ioaal aero- j 
space exhibition which wUl I 
be held in November. 

“The contract is agreed but | 
the signing will be-carried 
out at Dubai 97 and full 
details will be announced 1 
then." Samir Bazbaz, direc¬ 
tor of marketing and sales, 
Arab Wings. 
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Private sector calls to boycott 
Israeli delegation in Doha 
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By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

AS THE countdown to the con¬ 
vening oF-the 4th Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA IV) 
economic event approaches, the 
participation in the venue 
remains the focus of much 
debate among economic 
experts. 

So far only Jordan, Yemen 
and Oman have announced their 
participation. However, Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Egypt 
and the United Arab Emirates 
are still making their attendance 
conditional on further positive 
steps in the peace process. 

Bui press reports said that the 
Bahraini Ch ambe r of Industry 
and Trade (BC1T), which repre¬ 
sents the private sector, is boy¬ 
cotting the Doha conference. In 
arty case BClT has never partici¬ 
pated in any of the three previ¬ 
ous MENA summits. 

Jordan has already said it will 
be attending. A delegation has 
already been named to represent 
the Kingdom. 

Though there are three mem¬ 
bers who will represent the pri¬ 
vate sector in Jordan's delega¬ 
tion—Khaldoun Abu Hassan 
(president of Amman Chamber 
of Industry) and Haider Morad 
(president of Amman Chamber 
of Trade) and Wa’el Touqan. 
president of the Contractors 
Association—the real stand of 
the private sector is still 
unknown, though, some say, it 
is seemingly in favor of the 
boycott 

Some moderate analysts 
argue that since an official dele¬ 


gation representing Jordan to 
the venue has been already 
formed, it is important not to iet 
the government down. Others 
back the participation stand for 
they are keen to avoid any dam¬ 
age in Jordan's ties with broth¬ 
erly countries as the host coun¬ 
try is Qatar which is a strong 
supporter of Jordan. 

Despite normalization steps 
taken by some Arab countries, 
after the signing of the peace 
accords between Jordon and the 
Palestinians on one side and 
Israelis on the other. Qatar took 
a distinctly independent stance. 
She was among the first Arab 
countries to stop these steps and 
make the further improvement 
of ties with Israel conditional on 
pushing the peace process 
forward. 

Some representatives from 
the private sector are calling for 
a tougher stand. Mr Wassif Azer 
(vice president of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry), Mr 
Riyadh A1 Sayfi. the vice presi¬ 
dent of the Amman Chamber of 
Trade and economic analyst Dr 
Munir Hamameh urge Arab 
businessmen to boycott the 
Israeli delegation attending the 
Doha Conference, as a reaction 
to Israel's hardline policy. 

Some of those experts see 
that the boycott decision as noL 
a wise one, seeing attendance 
as a chance to promote Jorda¬ 
nian investment opportunities 
in the world. Others say that if 
the venue is convened, “then 
we have to boycott the Israeli 
delegation to send a message 
to the delegates that our partic¬ 
ipation has a political dimen¬ 


sion." says Azcr. 

"It is imperative thru Arab 

and Jordanian businessmen do 
their utmost to make Israel feel 
their strong protest against its 
anti-peace practices." he adds. 

Other institutions from the 
private sector including the 
Chamber of Trade and Industry, 
the banking societies and busi¬ 
nessmen are left free to choose 
either to send delegates to the 
conference or not. 

‘Till now. the hoard of the 
Amman Chamber of Trade has 
not taken any final decision to 
participate or not” says A1 Sayfi. 

However, Dr Hamameh 
adopts a different view, "it is 
imperative to boycott the con¬ 
ference as a protest to Israeli 
practices, especially when Israel 
transferred its terrorist actions to 
Jordan." he says (pointing to the 
late assassination attempt on 
Hamas' leader Khaied Misha'I) 

He elaborates that by experi¬ 
ence. the economic dividends 
from our peace treaty with Israel 
are zero and such venues are 
exploited by Israel as a means to 
improve its image in the world. 

"These conferences are but a 
prior reward for Israel for some¬ 
thing that til! now it did not 
commit itself to achieve," Dr 
Hamameh maintains. 

But economic expert Dr 
Fahed Al Fanek is enthusiastic 
for the venue and says there are 
many reasons why Jordan 
should attend the Doha confer¬ 
ence. He disagrees with Dr 
Hamameh description that atten¬ 
dance would be a reward to 
Israel. 

“It is not important whether 



At the end of the day , will the Doha venue resemble the 
Amman 4 95 econimc summit 

or not an Israeli delegation will Amman and boycott them in 
he present or absent. Its pres- Doha." he argues, 
cnce in itself is by no means a He says that Syria did not 

reward, which is definitely hesitate to attend the first and 

un Jl^ ervi ^-^ c sa ' s ' • « second Euro-Med conferences 

What is important in Al hc!d - m Barcelona and Malta 

Fanck s view is the role that n9Q6i 199T) ^ of which had 
the Israeli will be allowed to , sracli ^ipom. 

play in Doha arid how they will „ is an ^ A | 

he i reared by o. her delegations. Fanck fa A * b m do 

In I act. he adds it will be a ^ ^ imemationa] confcr _ 
chance to lei them feel the nega- enC4is - V jusl Israel is 

uve altitude towards them by ^ 1 

the anti-peace policies under the Jv , .. ,, c . 

leaderships'Netanyahu. "Most Concluding. Al Fanek says 

likely ihev will feel the heat and ‘ ^ f? n 25T** “ S K° n ^ 

understand the signals Suues - whM * Wl » 

Dr Al Fanek refers to other P™ 1 * lor *™ suhstan - 

rcasuns such as keeping good f 13 financial aid that ranges 

good lies with Qatar a^a sup- ^ween $170 million to $250 
porter of Jordan, and the fact million next year, 
that the Kingdom is currently So. according to him our 

dealing with Israeli officials absence will be seen as an anti- 

directiy on political, economic American gesture,’ but “we 

and security matters. “It does have much to gain “if we 

not make sense that wc meet attend and much to loose if we 

with Israeli delegations in decline,” Ai Fanck maintains. ■ 


IATA holds meeting in Amman 


AMMAN (Star)—More than 
700 senior officials and dig¬ 
nitaries representing about 
125 Arab, regional and inter¬ 
national airlines are taking 
part in the 53rd general annual 
meeting of the International 
Air Transport Association 
(IATA) which will convene in 
Amman on 2-5 November, at 
Radisson Hotel (formerly Phil¬ 
adelphia Hotel). 

The venue will be patron¬ 
ized by His Majesty King 
Hussein. The association’s 
representative in Amman 
Khalid Mahdi, the director of 
External Relations in the Mid¬ 
dle East, Iran, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan says “Aviation 
plays a vital role in supporting 
the national economy of any 
country, that’s why IATA 


gives much concern to 
develop commercial aviation.” 

He adds that this is the first 
conference of IATA to con¬ 
vene in the Middle East and 
says that Amman was chosen 
to host this annual meeting 
because of peace and stability 
in the country as well as the 
Jordanians hospitality to wel¬ 
come people from all 
countries. 

He describes the venue as a 
great event for the participat¬ 
ing countries. He says the air¬ 
lines taking part have an 
objective to improve the qual¬ 
ity of services and reduce the 
cost to attract passengers. 

For his part. Chairman of 
IATA's General Assembly 
for the current session. Nadir 
AI Thahabi says that the two- 


day meeting will discuss vari¬ 
ous issues related to air trans¬ 
port industry, with concentra¬ 
tion on aviation safety, 
training airline staff, compe¬ 
tence and safety of carriers 
and other security measures 
related to these equipment on 
air and on land. Also such 
proposed measures are tar¬ 
geted at reducing the aero¬ 
planes’ accidents and to 
secure safer flights. 

Al Thahabi. who is the 
Executive Director of Royal 
Jordanian points out that the 
IATA meeting will also tackle 
means of improving the qual¬ 
ity of services provided for 
passengers and discusses the 
possibility of reducing opera¬ 
tional costs on operating air- 
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lines world wide. 

Alongside the meeting some 
tours are scheduled for partici- 
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pants to visit archaeological 
and touristic sites in Jordan 
such as Jerash and Petra. H 


Economic dividends of the peace 
treaty. ...intangible results 

THE SO-CALLED dividends of the Israeli-Jordanian peace 
treaty signed throe years ago are yet to be reaped. Promises to 
secure economic prosperity for the people as peace and stabil¬ 
ity set in the region, is proving farfetched. 

It is now argued that there is a ‘confidence crisis* between 
Jordan and Israel. 

Dr Nabeel Amman. the secretary general at the Ministry of 
planning admits that “compared with settling disputes 
between Jordan and Israel on certain political issues such as 
land rights, holders and security, economic achievements are 
few.” Though some joint projects were carried out. they still 
remain below expectations, he adds. 

Some used to deny the existence of Israeli projects or 
industrial factories operating in Jordan. Nonetheless, others 
point out that a number or projects is being executed in Jor¬ 
dan with Israeli capital but under a foreign name. 

Many Israeli factories t run jointly with Jordanian partners) 
are making use of cheap Jordanian labor to produce their 
products here then export them either hack to Israel or to 
Europe. 

Positive gains from the peace treaty can be slightly seen 
because of improvement in the trade balance between Jordan 
and Israel It recorded a growth of half million Jordanian 
dinars, which is ihc volume of Jordanian exports 10 Israel last 
year. 

However, the relatively encouraging figures in this trade 
balance over the first seven months of"this year is still below 
expectations, according to Hamdi Al Tabaa. the chairman of 
the Federation of the Jordanian Businessmen. 

Available statistics indicate that Jordanian exports to Israel 
since 1 January nil the end of June this year reached JD 7.5 
million. 

Since 199*1 officials applauded the convening of the eco¬ 
nomic MENA summits and the media spoke of a bright future 
for the people in the region. Talk did not stop about mega pro¬ 
jects and billions of dollars ol investments coming to the 
region. 

. But, ironically, what followed, starting from the introduc¬ 
tion of the economic reform program and the new laws to 
float prices and increase the burdens on peoples' shoulders 
have shocked people and made them doubtful if such treaty 
could solve their problems. 

However, despite the latest statements by Minister of Tour¬ 
ism, Aqel Beftaji criticizing the Israeli government for creat¬ 
ing a stump in this sector, some observers see tourism as the 
main beneficiary from the three-year-old treaty, as the growth 
rise in this sector is al about 11 percent. 

They claim that many touristic joint ventures have 
materialized. 

The number of Israeli tourists to Jordan is much higher than 
Jordanian tourists to Israel. However, the benefit to Jordan 
could be much more if Israeli tourists stay longer in the 
country. 

This is on the local arena. Referring to the benefit that 
accrued to Jordan in its ties with its strategic partner, the Pal¬ 
estinian Territories, AI Tabaa says that Israel is putting obsta¬ 
cles in front of trade exchange between Jordan and the Pales¬ 
tinian market. “It is impossible to establish economic ties with 
Israel while it insists on undermining agreements and creat¬ 
ing a crisis of trust with us by its practices, rather than 
enhancing our confidence in its commitments towards peace.” 

By imposing closure of the Palestinian Territories. Israel 
intends to dominate the Palestinian territories and hinder Jor¬ 
danian businessmen from benefiting from such market though 
it is considered as a natural extension to its Jordanian 
counterpart. 

“All what we ask lor is a stake in the Palestinian market 
yet what really happens is that Israel is hindering any normal 
commercial ties with our brothers." AI Tabaa adds. 

Any real economic development in the region requires just 
and comprehensive settlement, according to Tabaa. This sup¬ 
ports Amman's view char the stalemate in the peace process 
naturally reflects on the course ol further economic normali¬ 
zation with Israel. B 




IFC official praises Jordan 
for development growth 


Alo sets the tone m mo 
. telephone services 


AMMAN (Star)—The eco¬ 
nomic forecast for Jordan is 
good, said the Executive Vice 
President of the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) Mr 
Janruk Undback. Since the 
earty 1990s, Jordan has 
recorded impressive growth rats 
of. over 6.5% on average. The 
atmosphere is conducive to the 
development of the private sec¬ 
tor. It is also a good reason for 
me to be here now, he tokl a 
gathering of businessmen at the 
Amman Chamber Of 
Commerce. 

Since 1994, the IFC, which is 
a World Bank affiliate, has 
invested SI 10.4 million in eight 
projects, of which $90.4 mil¬ 
lion. “Our strategy is to focus 
on priority areas, including, 
tourism, industry, agribusiness, 
mineral resources -and capital 
markets,” he says. 

In the tourism sector, which 
has tremendous potential, the 



IFC recently approved invest¬ 
ments in three tourism projects, 
including the first two hotel and 
spa complexes on the Dead Sea. 

Jordan *5 abundant phosphate 
and potash resources have been 
a principal factor in attracting 
foreign investment. IFC has 
invested $30 million in Jordan's 
mineral resources in the past 
and will continue to seek oppor¬ 
tunities to develop this sector. 

In the area of capital markets, 
the IFC provided technical 
assistance and advisory services 
to improve the regulatory and 
legal framework for private sec¬ 
tor development and prepared a 
feasibility study to provide sus¬ 
tainable financing for micro- 
enterprises. In addition, “we 
provided advisory services on 
developing the mortgage mar¬ 
ket,” Mr Lindbock said. 

In the area of technical assis¬ 
tance to the financial sector, the 
IFC has been working with the 


World Bank on the regulatory 
framework for leasing compa¬ 
nies. It is working on develop¬ 
ing a new insurance law and the 
establishment of a life insurance 
company. “Finally, we will be 
working on developing a new 
muoial funds law. which will 
lead to the establishment of a 
mutual fund management com¬ 
pany. which—in turn— could 
play a major role in mobilizing 
savings and channelling them 
into productive investments." 

The corporation is working 
with local banks that need 
recapitalization and are looking 
at various instruments'—such as 
GDRs, subordinated debt. etc. 
—to do this. “We are also dis¬ 
cussing the establishment of an 
investment bank to attract for¬ 
eign investors and provide much 
needed investment banking 
services." 

I PC's current portfolio in 
Jordan amounts to $86.3 million 
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in six companies. In '97 Finan¬ 
cial Year. (FC approved two 
projects. 

The first project is the Busi¬ 
ness Tourism Company involv¬ 
ing the development of a $25 
million 230-room hotel and 
health care facility on the east¬ 
ern shores of the Dead Sea. It is 
one of the first international 
siandanj hotels to be built on the 
Jordanian side of the Dead Sea 
and IFC's second hotel in the 
area. This pioneering hotel- 
cum-wellness resort— 

capitalizing on the unique thera¬ 
peutic properties of the Dead 
Sea —will help diversify tour¬ 
ism activity in the region by 
contributing towards the devel¬ 
opment of a new tourist destina¬ 
tion and by attracting the grow¬ 
ing international health tourism 
marker. Besides generating for¬ 
eign exchange and creating jobs. 
lFC's investment will act as a 
catalyst and give confidence to 
future investors and developers 
in this under-developed area. 

An important consideration 
for this project was the high 
environmental standards fol¬ 
lowed by the Business Tourism 
Company—these standards are 
expected to set a precedent for 
other hotel developments in the 
area. This is critical for the 
Dead Sea where issues of water 
pollution, coastal resources pro¬ 
tection and ecological disruption 
are key if the Dead Sea is to 
establish itself as a well- 
preserved and sustainable desti¬ 
nation on the tourism map. 

The other project, El-Zay. 
manufactures high quality 
men's suits. The $10 million 
expansion of El Zay will diver¬ 
sify its product line by manufac¬ 
turing men's outerwear, includ¬ 
ing uniforms. Developmental 
benefits include the introduction 
of high quality standards in the 
textile industry, the transfer of 
operating know-how from a 
major Italian clothing company 
tGruppo GFT) and the upgrad¬ 
ing of local skills. El-Zay is the 
fitM textile company in Jordan 
to produce high quality suits for 
export m Europe. ■ 


AMMAN (Star)—The installa¬ 
tion of the new public tele¬ 
phone cabins brings good news 
to Ammanites at a touch of a 
cabin. The private company in 
charge, promises to expand this 
service in the very near future 
to other parts of the Kingdom. 

This service is launched by 
the Trans-Jordan for Communi¬ 
cation Services Co., (TICS) 
which has lately completed the 
first phase of installing these 
cabins in many sites covering 
the Greater Amman area in 
addition to Lhe Queen Alin 
international Airport 

Realizing Lhe importance of 
telecommunications and its 
vital role in the community, the 
company, has conducted *i 
detailed study to participate in 
a tender on public telephones 
(on 1st April, 1997). 

Accordingly, TJCS has won 
a license to install public tele¬ 
phones in the Kingdom Inst 
May. and signed an agreement 


with the committee authorized 
to organize the telecommunica¬ 
tions' sector to set up a mod¬ 
ernized and developed network 
for public telephones. The total 
cost of the project is estimated 
at JD 6 million. According to 
Shadi-Ramzi Al Mujali, general 
manager of TJCS. there will be 
about" 3000 lines by October 
next year. TJCS hopes to oper¬ 
ate 7000 lines within three 
vcjrs. 

Referring to the agreement, 
this service will in the first 
stage cover Amman then apply 
to all pans in Jordan in less 
than one year time. . 

The system used a simple 
logo "alo” cards that are availa¬ 
ble at affordable prices. There 
is a card at JD 3. valued for one 
year for local, national and cel¬ 
lular calls. 

Another card is valued JD 
15. People can also use it for 
local, national, cellular and 
international calls. The validity 






Shadi-Ramzi Majali 


of these cards depends on the 
time the calls lake by the users. 

Speaking at a press confer¬ 
ence held last week at the Mar¬ 
riott Hotel, Mr Majali briefed 
the audience about the benefits 
of this system saying that it 
provides solutions for many 
difficulties mainly related to 
the correct coins that might not 
be readily available for 
telephones. 

He added that the cards 
could be used many times and 
the user pays for the minutes 
his cat! take. 

As for the cabins which are 
imported from Greece, they are 
designed in a way that protects 
users from weather conditions 
and street noise. 

All people from all ages as 
well as Lhe disabled can use 
these phones easily. The safety 
factor is also given considera¬ 
tion, especially in case of chil¬ 
dren users. 

The company also gives con¬ 
cern to the humanitarian side, 
as ail calls for emergency, 
police, use of directory and the 
civil service are made free of 
charge in cooperation with the 
Jordan Telecommunication 
Company. 

Anending the press confer¬ 
ence were also the deputy gen¬ 
era! manager Matthew Vona- 
zountas and others from die 
company’s staff. 

TJCS operates at a capital of 
JD one million and plans to 
increase it to reach JD 6 mil¬ 
lion. E 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 

Paroles d’electeurs 

Propos recueillis par SamaaAbu Sharar 



Ziad Najib Haddadine, 

.39 ans, ingenieur civil, 
Madaba 

Que pensez-vous dcs elections 
97? 

Par rapport aux elections prece- 
dentes, les gens n’ont pas I'air 
ires enthousiastes. Je pcnse que 
c'est parce qu’ils out etc de?us 
par la majority des anciens depu¬ 
tes. 

Pour qui allez-vous voter el 
pourquoi ? 

Pour Sanad Hadaddinc parce 
que je n'ai pas d’qutres choix : il apparent ft ma tribu. II va cssa- 
yer de s’occuper de nos probl&mes parce qu >1 est de la tamille. 
Qu'attendez-vons de La prochaine chambre . 

If vote seulement parce que c’est un devoir rational, que celd soi 
oositif ou ruteatif. Je pense en fait que ni la chambre des deputes m 
Sanad Hadaddine neferont quelque chose pour nous. Mats je 
souhaite que les deputes fassent vraiment apphquer la democratic 
dans le pays. 

Rana Safadi, 

31 ans, assistant cultu- 
relle, Amman (5e) 

Que pensez-vous des elections 
97? 

Les Elections soni une demarche 
lifts positive car c'est important 
de sentir qu’on est dans un pays 
ddmocratique et que n’importe 
qui, inddpendant ou appartenant 
ft un parti politique, peut se pre¬ 
senter aux Elections. Mais je 
trouve aussi que les elections 

sont trap orientftes vers la tribu et qu on ne vote pas pour un candi¬ 
dal parce que c’est une bonne personne mais parce qu il fait partie 

dc la famille. . 

Ptour qui allez-vous voter et pourquoi . . 

Ptour Leila Fay^al parce que c'est une femme. Et puts je la connuis 
et je partage avec elle des idees communes. 

Qu'attend ez-vous de la prochaine chambre ? 

Je ne crois pas que le parlement puisse faire quelque chose. On a 
vu les resultats avec le precedent. Je vote parce que c est une liber¬ 
ty personne lie. 

Nora Mohammed, 

42 ans, femme au foyer, 
A mman (3e) 

Que pensez-vous des flections 
97? 

Les flections sont un droit natio¬ 
nal et il faut absolument voter sin- 
on on laisse la porte ouverte aux 
mauvaises personnes. 

Pour qui all ez-vous voter el 
pourquoi ? 

Pour Emilie Nafah tout d aboid 
parce qu’elle est une femme et 
qu'elle connait bien les droits des 
femmes el leurs souffrances beaucoup mieux qu’un homme. De 
plus, c’est une femme qui s’est toujours battue pour les peuples 
opprintes. les pauvres et les enfants. Elle a beaucoup fait pour no¬ 
ire quartier. Selon moi, c’est la personne la plus importante et pas 
le parti auquel elle apparlienL 
Qu’attendez-vous de la prochaine chambre ? 

J’ attends de la nouvelle chambre de soutenir la femme el de rendre 
iies services aux quartiers pauvres. 


Jeriesse Sabra, 38 ans, 
commergant, Madaba 


Heureusement qu’il y a les femmes 

La place de la Jordan,enne se Umi,e-,-eUe ^reds^yerJAm^de^ 

elections legislatives, la femme fait en tout cas un f e ” . le seul interet de 

politique avec 17 candidates qui represented a peupres le seal interet a 

ce scrutin sans saveur et sans opposition 


SEES 


M 




V 


Que pen^z vous des flections 

97? 

Les flections se passeni bien 
mais j’espere qu’il n’y aura pas 
de falsification des bulletins de 
vote. 

Pour qui all ez-vous voter et 
pourquoi ? 

Pour Suhail Twal parce qu’il 
est cuitive et connait nos 
problcmes. 11 a un contact di¬ 
rect avec les ciloyens. il est 
plein d'avenir et fait partie de la 
nouvelle generation. 
Qu'attendez-vous de la pro¬ 
chaine chambre ? 

J*attends du nouveau Parlement 
d’etre franc avec le peuple et de 
prendre des decisions nfalistes 
car le peuple jordanien est dans 
une situation difficile notam- 
ment a cause du chomage. 
J’espftre qu’il va d^velopper le 
lourisme et 1‘economic en ge¬ 
neral sans laisser I'dtrangcr la 
coniroler. Le Parlement doit 
etre capable de prendre des de¬ 
cisions courageuses. H ne doit 
pas avoir peur du gouveme- 
nient . Dans la preeftdeme 
chambre des deputes. certains 
s’flaient montr&> courageux. 

Sukinah Al-Manaseer, 
20 ans, secretaire, 
Amman (5e) 



Ma’rouf Rajab 
AI-Abbadi, 

43 ans, retraitd, Balqa 
Que pensez-vous des 
flections 97 ? 

C’est comme un mariage de- 
mocratique ou chacun prend la 
derision d’flire tel candidal qui 
ft son tour prendra des deci¬ 
sions qui vont affccter notre 
vie. 

Pour qui allez-vous voter et 
pourquoi ? 

Pour Mohammed AI-Abbadi 
car il est de ma famille et aussi 

parce qu’il sen bien les gens et sa region. Je n’aime pas les partis 
poliliques mais si le candidal me convicnt. qu’importe qu’il appar- 
tienne ft un parti politique. 

Qu'attendez-vous de la prochaine chambre ? 

- Je me fous du Parlement. Pour moi, c’est le Roi le plus important. 


Que pensez-vous des flections 
97? 

Les flections sont I’expression 
d une opinion el c'est trfts po- 
silif comme processus. 

Pour qui allez-vous voter et 
pourquoi ? 

Soil pour Khalil Ismail Sobar 
soit pour Mawloud Yahya So¬ 
bar. Jc sais que ces deux per¬ 
sonnes aident les gens, me me 
cn dehors des elections et je 
suis sure qu’aprfts le scrudn its 
vont continuer a le faire. 

Je ne crois pas aux partis poli- 
tiques et s'il se trouvail que le 
candidal que j’ai choisi appar- 
lienne a un parti, je ne voterais 
pas pour lui. 

Qu'attendez-vous de la pro¬ 
chaine chambre ? 

J'attends du candidal pour le- 
quel j'ai vote qu’il aide les 
pauvres et dffende nos opi¬ 
nions el nos intftrSts au Parle- 
ment et auprfes du gouveme- 
menL 


Assiste-t-on ft une pe¬ 
tite revolution interieure Un 
passage du mftpris a 
I'emancipation. du conservatis- 
me ft la modemite. de la sou- 
mission ft I'egalite ? II ne faut 
pas aller trap vite en besogne. 

La plupart des observateurs 
restent circonspects quant ft la 
place des femmes dans la so- 
ctete jordanienne mais beau- 
coup estimenl que ces flections 
marquent une phase nouvelle 
pour le genre feminin. meme si 
1c chemin qui mene a la libftra- 
tion est encore seme dc multi¬ 
ples ftcueils. 

Certes. faction de la femme 
en politique reste bien limilee. 

En Jonlanie comme partouL la 
representation politique est ft 
une majorite ftcrasanie mascu¬ 
line. Aprfts finddpendance du 
royaume cn 1946. la femme a 
dfl attendre 1974 avant d'ayoir 
le droit de vote el d'eligibiliie. 

En 1979. une femme devient 
minislre el en 1993. Toujan 
Fay^al est la premiere ft devenir 
depute. 

Cette annee. elles sont 17 a 
brieuer un siege ft la chambre 
des deputes, alore qu'clles 
n'etaient que trois en 93. Elles 
auroient pu etre plus nombreu- 
ses mais certaines se sont desis- 
ides au demier moment: ■»Elles 
oni cu des prablemes dc fi- 
nancemeni ou elles tie se pro¬ 
vided pas suffisammenl preies 
pour une telle competition *. 
justifie Salwa Nasser, coortfina- 
trice des associations de 
femmes, en Jordanie (cinq au 
total) et directrice du comitc i 
des candidates aux Elections. 
Ce comite, preside par la prin- 
cesse Basina, a mis 20.0(X)JD ft 
la disposition des candidates 
pour les soutenir dans leur cam- 
pagne. Toutes ces femmes n'ont 
pourtant pas grand chose en 
commun certaines sont 
diplbmecs de I’universitfi. 
d’autres n'ont meme pas leur 
bac ; dans ce petit groupe. 
toutes les professions sont re¬ 
presentees : il y a la jouroaliste, 
I'ecrivain. fenseignante. 

I'infirmiere... et la femme au 
foyer. Seul point commun ; la 
conviction qu'il faut donner 
plus de place ft la femme en 
politique et changer les opi¬ 
nions cal ami leuses ft regard de 
ses competences. 

Pire qu'un des douze travaux 
« d'HercuIe. Les femmes se sont 
i done mi ses au travail sans at- 
5 rendre Ic lancement officiel de 
la carapagne : rencontres multi¬ 
ples. ateliers prfiparatoires puis 
; meetings ou sont abordfies^ les 

- princi pales questions qui preoc- 
s cupent les dlecteurs. e'est-ft-dire 

le chomage, la pauvretfi el la fa- 

- mille. . 

OD se trouve la femme jorda- 
nienne dans lous ces pro¬ 
grammes ? pas en premiere 
i- place paradoxalemenL Pour- 
tant, selon Salwa Nasser, les 
:- femmes jordaniennes attendent 
. beaucoup des candidates, en 
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De droiie a gauche : AyeHa Razem-Kavja, Pardons Maeriet Toujan FayfaL Pritcs a defendre Us droits dc lafenunc an 
Parlement et unies dans la gaiete dans cette campagne plutot morose. 

. ... . _ 1*7 raivlularK 


tout cas plus que des candidals. 
et en particulier famelioration 
de leur condition. Les 17 
•.championnes* ne I’oublient 
pas mais veulent etre aussi les 
re present antes de I'ensemble du 
pays et pas seulement de la 
cause feminine. «Tous les do- 
maines me concerned, affinne 
' par exemple Leila Faisal, no- 
u lammed la situation econo- 
mique du royaume*. Pour sa 
part. Aysha Razeiti s'interesse 


de pits ft la question des 
femmes raaltrait&s et propose 
la citation <Tim minist&re des 
affaires familiales. Mais elle 
ajoute aussitdt : «Mon pro¬ 
gramme ne se limiie pas a la 
femme*. 

Que pensent ces messieurs 
de I’ennte en force des 
femmes en politique ? Une 
trade rtalisee l’annee demifcre 
par le Dtpartemeni des stalis- 
tiques et un instimt norv€gien 


de sciences sociales et publife 
par le Jordan Times montre des 
rfisultats d&esp6rants. Encore 
20% des males jordaniens sont 
opposes au vote des femmes. 
Et ce sont les jeunes les plus 
cooservateurs. En effet, 57%. 
des 20-24 ans espftrent ne phis 
avoir de femmes parlemen- 
taircs ou ministres. Cette pro¬ 
portion tombe ft 39% quand on 
interroge les homines 3g6s de 
50 ft 59 ans. A la lecture de ces 


chiffres, les 17 candidates re- 
prfisentent peu de'choses face -' 

au poids des traditions et des 

archalsmes. 

Sur les , listess 

d'enregistreraertt des dlecreurs, 
les femmes, sont ppurumt pre- 
sque aussi oombreuses qne ies 
homraes. Preuye qne rdgalite 
des sexes est . posable en ce 
royaume^ ■ . • ■ 

4 Nahed Al-Khlouf 


Santiha Al- r 

Temeraire, SaWha «■ »» ., 

g r€ les reticences de sa tnbu, dfe-a d&nde ■ 

de se presenter aux.flecnoqs l^gislahves. lig^orer • .-sa / d& 5 »ssDh«. _-ad: 
La voilft candidateindfipendarae-h.hbid:.-' - . 

alore que sa tribu a d&idd fin juiUet lore - 
du grand conseil de famiHe de feoycriofcr fe . ^ 


VVIIW, ^ -^ r V k 

5000 Httfivichts, iiy a.eu;oes ; r Mms:^' 

des mlnistres. ei. memt iiii 

n'i*n-a fane EUe ne-- : ' * 



Ten send toujdu& fibi, coqffe-.SaiB»i3;' . dn edmnkead^ 

Al-Tal, elte a pris une d&ttion/qufgj: ’ besqta dVlV 
respects mais-je tie stds:pas‘obligee: de.*aent de^ tof/d?-. 

. I'appUqueri. Son ..attitude ea A -:. £ei.scaiid« 

fi&Ghti plas tfun, cohjjrreeie mane-obwo, 

AbdrRaouh Al-Tal, qui reptocheft sa.paf ' 
rente de ne pas avoir consult£ la fainiUe .: ami^dre 
avant de sepfesenter.’Les chefs de hi trmu : -.batitfla 
Al-Tal lui ont- bieri -signifid -q^rdUet ne rer g: 
pfesentait qu'eUe-mSfne au- cora^:de^- ; ^progransii^ 
campagne fledorale- ‘hiramtr. ;chine A . e . i; . T . 

cTuBltser le nom d'AkTal sur. ses bahdeK.'Corap^.6r.n?sqonre^^ 

roles sous peine d'etre amendde. Samihaafojoqoe. Samam^ qai^-isa: ^miaea seize-.-: • ~7 ~ , ■;,. • 

-meme. dfi verser 500 JO' ft r sa femtfle;. ftns - pour.'jla vie.-^Tiap en • •«iA^ d& b»eitfaisaix»;Sa^ 
comme une scute to - d^dommagementz *• poche,. elfe s'est ft -*3. P**; 

M algid sa confiance en die et de-posw- ; r-fite farrulle.. Eq 1985, Son man^est njqrt toi 
bles surprises le jour du scrutin, il'seiriWe'-j ‘ 


Les Palestiniens suivent de loin 

La faible participation des Palestiniens aux elections est une constante de la ^^Isoloirs 

Le boycott des islamistes les pousse encore mains cette annee a se preapiter.dans les isotoirs. 


Les Freres musulmans 
etaient jusqu'ft present les meil- 
leurs reprisentonts des Pales¬ 
tiniens au sein de la chambre 
des deputes, puisque la plupart 
des ddputfl; d'origine palesti- 
nienne dtaient des Fr&res mu¬ 
sulmans i8 sur 11 en 1989 et 9 
sur 16 en 1993). Avec le boy¬ 
cott des islamistes. comment le 
vole des Palestiniens va-t-il 
tivoluer ? 

Remarquons d'abord que le 
pourceniage des candidals pa¬ 
lestiniens cn 1997 est sensible- 
mean le m£me qu'en 1993 : ft 
peu prfcs 15%. Cesi la cincon- 
scription dc Zarqa qui compte 
le plus de candidatures palesti- 
’ niennes avec 28% puis vient 
Amman avec 42% mais. sur 
fensemble de ses cinconscrip- 
tkrns (sans compter celle des 
Wdouins du centre) et enfin 
Balqa et Irbid, avec 10% cha- 
cune. 

C’est en fait du cdt£ des 61ep- 


pation des Palestiniens sera 
mediocre. Dans cette zone. le 
nombre d'^lecteurs inscrits est 
le plus faible du pays (52%) et 
ft la mi-octobre, le quart seule¬ 
ment flail alie retirer sa carte 
de voie. 

Resre qu'au-delft du boycott 
des Frftres musulmans, dont les 
princi pes seront malgfe tout en 
partie repr&sentes par des isla¬ 
mistes ind£pendants, la faible 
participation palestinienne aux 
eieaions est une constante de 
la vie politique jordanienne. En 
1989 et en 1993. les Palesti¬ 
nians ont peu votg comme ils 
vont peu voter en 1997. 

Pourquoi ? 

- Tout d'abord, le starat de 
n&fugie des Palestiniens est 
source d'mdifference ft regard 
de la vie politique jordanienne. 
Quand on est dans un pays nor- 
malemetu de manifere provi- 
soire, il n'y a pas de quoi 
^s'in&flesser ft sa politique infe- 
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Le PNC, cree pour gagner 

Certains presentent d&ja le Parti national constitutiormel comme^ - 
la future premiere force politique du pays. Mais un revers f :^ 
electoral lui serait sans doute fatal. Le Jourdain vous dit tdi£-$u jgr 
ce parti a la solde du gouvemement. 


im iln . . ^ , 
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Dans La deuxieme 

A’Al-Wehdatktavx d’electeurs msents est lepwsjuu, ^ 


d’Al-Wekdat, le taux d’electeurs inscrits est le plus jaw 
aux unws. En effet. si les 80 une P“!^iS2i£ Pt S l, SS 


teurs qu'il faut chercher les in- '‘ricure- 

dices les plus significatifs des - Pourtant la plupart des Pa- 


i mentions flectorales palesti- 
niennes. Dans la deuxieme cir- 
conscription d'Amman oft la 
densitl de la population palesti- 
- nienne est la plus flevfie du 
2 royaume Hachdmite, tout laisse 
~ ft penscr que le taux de partici- 


lestiniens ont la nationality jor¬ 
danienne mais l'instability du 
processus d£mocratique et les 
in£galitds dont souffrent les cir- 
conscriptions ft forte concentra¬ 
tion palestinienne ddcouragent 
les flectours palestiniens d’aller 


sieges de la chambre flaient n£- 
partis en fonction de la taille de 
la population, les siftges attri- 
bu& aux premiferes et 
deuxi&mes circonscriptions 
d'Amman passenuent res pec- 
tivement dc3ft6etde3ftl0. 

Quant ft celle de Zarqa, sa re¬ 
presentation parlementaire ser¬ 
ait double- De quoi inquifler 


qui prfffere d6fendre le statu 
quo et.conserver le systfcme ao- 
tueL Le roi Hussein a en re¬ 
vanche le mflite de reconnratie 
cette in£galit£ repfesenretive. 
contrail* ft la consoration du 
pays qui flablit I® 5 
droits et devoirs pour tous les 
dtoyens. Mais il I'explique par 
le soud de respecter le droit des 


fefugi£s au retour dans leur pa- 
trie. Nfluimoins certains 
hommes politiques ont fecem- 
ment avanc£ des formules de 
reprysemation plus £quitables 
mais avant cela, il faudra ad- 
mettre la necessity de changer 
la loi flectorale. ■ 

Hussdn Abu-Runuxon 


Le Parti national consti- 
ratiomwl (PNC) est le fruit de 
la fusion de neuf petits partis 
du centre ou partis nationaux 
jordaniens. tous conn us pour 
leur soutien indefectible au 
pouvoir. Cette fusion aurait 6t& 
ddcidde au plus haul niveau to 
I'Etat en vue des elections legis¬ 
latives de 1997. Objectif : bri- 
ser le monopole du Front 
d'action islamique comme seul 
grand parti du royaume. A 
I'epoque, les islamistes 
n'avaient pas encore opt£ pour 
le boycott. 

Les negotiations pour 
I'unificatitni ont commence il y 
a un on pour aboutir en mars 
dernier ft la creation du nou¬ 
veau parti. Son leadership s est 
ioud entre deux Rates person- 
nalifes : Abdul Hadi Majalu 
fiftre de I'&ctuel premier mi- 
nistre, anden direcreur de la 
police et ancien ministre et 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh. ancien 
ministre lui aussi et chef d’un 
petit parti Al-Yakaza. Cest fi- 
nalement le premier qui I'aem- 
porte devenant secretaire g® 1 ®- 
ral du PNC et lmssant la pres«- 
dence ft Akef Fayez, un ancien 


president de la chambre des 
deputes et chef de I'ex-parti 
Walan. 

Le sigle du parti reprdsente 
la Jordanie en gros plan au mi¬ 
lieu d'une carte du monde 
am be entourfie du drapeau jor¬ 
danien et d'un epi avec en- 
dessous ce slogan : 

«Renaissance, democratic et 
unite*. 

Una tyrannic ? 

Sur la base de cette devise, 
le programme politique est un 
veritable catalogue oft sont 
inscrites toutes les revendica- 
tions populaires : liberfes pu- 
bliques, unite nationale, unite 
arabe, soutien au peuple pales- 
tinien, la paix juste, le d£ve- 
loppcment, la lutte contre la 
corruption, I'amflioration des 
services aux citoyens, 
renvironnemeut, I'eau, le ren- 
force merit du rfile ‘ de 
l'agriculture dans I'economie, le 
soutien aux droits des 
femmes... Le PNC s'est mSme 
dote d'une publication teguli^e 
avec Al-Nahda. 

L'ambition d'occupcr une 
place importante sur La scftne 


politique jordanienne,. a pflto-j;' 
tant fail long feu. Tout;au,laag,v : 
du mois de septerabre, bj p&fc r ~ 
a et£ affaibli par la derrusiSo®^.^ 
d'une cemnine de cadrefc^^: 
parti dont le president - 

Fayez lui-mftme. Tous 
quaient le caractfere 
du parti et 1'absence de 
cratie dans la prise de d6aSiob^ : -: 
De plus il flint reprodte au&&*±_: 
erflaire gflteral sa-«nuflho®^ 
dictaioriale*. Malgrfi : 

dents de pareours. le 
des islaimstes foornit 
l’occasion de roener la cam-^ : 
pagne flectorale sans' canca£V 
rence s6rieuse. Avec seulement 
12 candidats officiels. t Parti.' : . 
national cons-titutiohnfl se 
rouve face ft la masse des^ cartr ;-; 
didats independants qui appar- _' 
tiennent aux tribus. _ : - r :i ;V 
Mais le PNC ne fceule 
vant rien. 11 a mis6gflement.eo' t .. 
place une liste seerfcte, sorte de. 
trompe-reiectedr, avec ime .- 
vingtaine de candidals «furtift» y. 
fe'est-ft-dire non declares sqa& 
retiquette PNC) afin to'gtener 
les votes traditionnels. ■. 

SnMmaw SwrfSS~ 
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Irbid; 3 circonscriptions 



2 musulmans 
lchritien 

95.698 jord. 


"Terasli 

2 musulmans 
124.664 jord. 



irbid et ses 
environs 

Ramtha et 

Bani Kinaneh 

Kourah ei 1c 
nord du Ghor 

8 musulmans 

1 chretien 

3 musulmans 

2 musulmans 

464.958 jori. 

' 143.002 jord. 

146.831 jord. 


Irbidh, 

• w 


Ajloi 


Mafraq 


6 musulmans 
2 chriuens 

283.309 jord. 


jerash 


. Amman 


//Madaba 




■v .v • -o ; 


? 


pyladaba _ Lj 

2 musulmans I Kerak. \! 

I chretien • V hA 

104.062 jord. | l 

165.677 jord. yj 

Tafilah ' f\_ 

3 musulmans ( t 

54.525 jord. 1 } 


| Aqaba 

i 2 musulmans 
1 68.773 jord. 


*Kerak 


Tafilah 


Ma'an Les b&iouins 

du sud 

3 musulmans 2 musulmans 

58.635 jord! 49.869 jord. 


Ma’an 


THE STAR 7 


Le JUm-palme d f or de Kiarostami projete illegalement a Teheran 

®Le goflt de la cerise, le dernier fibn du r tails ate ur iranien Abbas Kiarostami, Palme 
d'or au dernier festival de.Cannes, a ete projete illigalement truis soirs de suite dans la 
salle d'une university de '(heron devant ptusieurs centaines de spectateurs.Cette initiative 
sans precedent a suseite la eoliredes autorites et le mecontentement du cineaste, dont 
{’intervention a permis d’arrilerta projection de la copie video dujUm., scion le journal 
iranien Akhbar. Le goflt de la cerise n 'a pas encore obtenu rautorisation d'etre projete 
dans les salles de cinima en Iran. 

Abbas Kiarostami avail regu la Palme d ’or cii mai dernier a Cannes (notre photo) 
conjointement avec le JapunaisShohei Imamura, realisatcur de PAnguiUe. 4 57 ans, ilest 
Pun des chefs de file d'un cinema iranien rvnonunc pour crcativile en depit d'une censure 
tatillonne. 

Le goflt de ia cerise avail ite programme in extremis A Cannes, aprits que les autontes 
iraniennes se furent dans unpremier temps opposed it Penvoi des bobines en France. 
Apres son couronnement, lerealisaieur it ‘avail alors muntre aucun triumphalisme 
refusant tous les interviews afin de menager la susceptibility du pouvoir iranien. 



Maliraq : 2 circons. 1 ^ 

Matraq Les bedouins \ 

du nord 

3 musulmans 2 musulmans V- 

97.649 jord 62.622 jord. 


Zarqa Deja en 1993... 


4 musulmans 
I chidden 
1 Tchetch&ne/ 
Circassicn 

643.323 jord. 


jvfa-an: 2 eircons. \ 


Tanx de participation : I 
55.6% (n ombre de volants | 
par rapport au nombre j 
d’&ecteurs inscrits). { 

Si. le 4 novemhre pro- 1 
chai n, ce taux passe en 1 
dessous de la barre Tati- j 
dique des 50%, les Isla¬ 
mites pourrout §tre satis- 
faits et consid^rer que 
leor politique de boycott a 
porte ses Truits. 

. Decoup age de la Cham- 
bresortante des deputes: 

- Opposition islamiste : 18 

- Opposition laique 
(natlo naBstes et pro- 
palesdniensj: 5 

- Majority (royalistes, na¬ 
tionalist es, transjorda- 

niens, flus des tribus): 57 


Aqaba 


Carte des 12 gouvernorats de Jordanie. 
Source: Centre royal de geographie 
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Physionomie d’lJP® consultation 

" • l^hnvmtt des Elections par unebonn 


SistLe de I’interienr, 68% seuteme^au-; Abases populaires, favorise le report da vote 
raieni retirfi leur carte electorate. -Tvjsur le representant de la fumilie. 

542 candidats (a ce jour) dont 17 femmes. - Les partis politiques qui se presentent - 
JSSS^tSSSSbrnd ^ • le part BaasWialiste arabe jordapien ^ 

80 sieges a ponrvoir dont 9 siSges candidats >> ,e comrooruste jortonim 

yfal JS&4&* et 3 pour les TcbgtchfeneS;. r3l , , e part democnrfHp* umoiustejfcenti^ 
f ^ rirmwipnt -* „ j* gauche.'41, le parti de la terre arabe (li» le 

Les candidats, dans une 6crasante majori-v pro .g 0av erneniental (12 candidate + 

disent «independant5» mate en Wt au mo ins une vingtaine de n°" 
sonfnfecTune maSre on d’une autre a d« Q n compte dgalement 7 

tribus. Les candidats des partis poHtiqBes mistes ind^pendants et 4 ex-FAI 
ne renresentent que 10% de l’ensemble. - ;; (je leur parti pour non-respect de la hgne 


SOUl U» U BUE IU4UU«>' - —;-I3*lv.rt»c 

tribus. Les candidate des partis poHtiqOes 
ne renresentent que 10% de l’ensemble. - 
A I’origine de cette situation, deux 

16 l^Le systeme de la voix unique, sous fe 

dfcoupage injuste des circonscriptioite, pn- 
viiegie les candidate designes par les tribus. 


bQicielle). . . . . „ 

Enfin, le travail parlementaire plait 
puisque 59 ex-d£put6s se prfeentent de nou- 
veau« Courage! ■ • Su S. 


Amman: 6 circoncriptions 


I. Turiq. 

Bussman. 

Marka 


! 2. Bader. 

(Ras-cl Ein. 
• Yarmouk. 

1 Nussir 


3 musulmans 

3 musulmans 

318.821 hab. 

517.269 hab. | 


3. Abdali. -4. Ouwesmeh. 5. Shafa Ba- | 
Zahran Juwaidch. Abu dran. Abu • 

Madina • Alanda. Khir- Nasseer.Swct- 
l bei Al Souq. Ich.TlaaAl- j 

! Yadodeh. A!i. Wadi Seer! 


I Les bedouins 
, du eenire 


3 musulmans 
I chretien 
1 TctoStchene/ 
Circassien 


2 musulmans 


4 musulmans 
l chr&icn 


2 musulmans 


160.445 hab. Il97.4l8hab~ 361.850 hab. 44.600 hab. 


Le jour J... Le jour J... Le jour J 


D s’agit d’une election legislative 
uninominale a nn tour. 

Qui vote ? 

Le 4 novembre prochain, tous les 
Jordaniens, homines et femmes, 
ages de 19 ans revolus, pourront 
elire les 80 reprfcentants de la 
Ireizieme chambre des diputfis. 

D faul toutefois qu’ils soient 
inscrits sur les listes flectorales 
et ils devront presenter le jour 
du sc rutin a la fois leur carte 


d'electenr et une carte d’identite. 
Le droit de vote est notamment 
refuse a toute personne ayant ete 
condamnee b plus d’un an de 
prison ou dedaree insotvable et 
surtout a tous les membres de 
Farmee, de la seenrite publique 
et de la defense civile, en service. 
Selon le sy steme *uoe personne- 
une voix». chaque elecleur n’a 
qu'une settle voix et il peut voter 
pour n'importe quel candidat. 


quelle que so it sa. confession. 

Qui gagne ? 

Le candidat qui recolte le plus de 
suffrages sur son nom mais ii 
fant tenir compte des quotas. 
Exemple da ns la troisiemc dr- 
conscription d’Amman : le Can¬ 
dida! chretien'pourra etre elu 
avec quelques centaines de voix 
seulement alors que pour gagner 
le dernier siege musulman, il en 
faudra quelques miiliers. 0 


i\n:V 



Societe 


it Cooperation medicate 

La technologie fran^aise dans les hopitaux jordaniens 

Un colloque et une exposition d’equipements midicaux. Pendant deux jours 
Ars nrofessionnels de la medecine frangaise sont venus pour convauicre leurs collegues 
des projes jordaniens de [’excellence de leurs savoir-faire. 


Le docteur Mustapha 
Failah est pediatre il l’ h6 P ,l f[ 

A J-Bashir d' Amman dans ie 

camp pal-unien d Al-Wehd^ 

Panni tous les equipements 
modicaux fnin^ais exposes a 
Centre culture! royal. ee » 
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francs avec le secteur midical 
public jordanien. U service pd- 
diatrie de l’hopital Al-Bashir 
sous la coupe du ministfere de la 
sant£ est sur la Uste des heureux 
b£nefidai res, h hauteur de deux 
millions de francs. L’Hfipital 
universitaire de Jordanie rece- 
vra, lui. 3 millions de francs 
pour la mise en place d'une 
unite de soins intensifs. Enfin 
les services medicaux royaux 
iqui dependent de I’armee) se 
taillent la part du lion avec un 
verseraent de 15 millions pour 
ameiiorer notamment les ser¬ 
vices de neurologie. Rappelons 
aue les financements sur proto- 
cole sont des prSts & long terme 
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(10 ans et plus) b des taux aux entreprises f ran Raises 

d’interet avantageux, destines d'implanter leurs equipements 

au seul secteur public. Ce type el leurs savoir-faire en terre jor- 
d’aide au devcloppernem est danienne. Mais I'aide sonnanie 
d€A utilise par la France dans et trdbuchante au d6veloppe- 
le domaine de l’eau. mem n'est pas l unique vote de 

Les medecins jordaniens dis- cooperation sume jusqu ici. 
nosent done d’un joli pactolc a Depuis trois ans, 36 medecins 
condition bien sur d’utiliser du jordaniens ont ainsi (le formes 
materiel francais. Un nouvel ac- en France a 1 assistance bio- 
cord protocolaire devrait eire m6dicale. Par ailleurs. outre les 
signfi le mois prochain pour 97. sSmioaires et les congrfes. une 
Le minisrre jordanien de la san- collaboration etroite sur la re 
i£, Ashraf Kuidi, aurait ddj* de- cherche gdn&ique est en train 
raandfi une plus grosse part du de naiire entre les laboraioires 
gfiteau pour le secteur qu'il ad- des deux pays. . 

SStreTvoir encadrfi). £fi-ce suffisant ? Lars dt.la 

L’intfirft que porte la France' efirdmome d ouverturc du tol- 
a la mSdecine jorianienne est loque, l ambassadeur de 
nte recent Devam le boom ■ France- Bernard Bajolei. a sou- 

r=^r!5rt sr-irtrMS 

I'ambassade de France, a saisi frantaises. ■ 
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di^pcse.de 40% des His 
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:'' ^wac-29% -soigne une bonne 
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Le son monte a Abdoun 

Dans les beaux quartiers d’Abdoun, les adolescents s ennuient. 
Nourris de culture anglo-saxonne, certains se mettent a la musique 
etfonnent des groupes pour jouer dans les cafes branches. 

Impressions de jeunesse. . 



Voiture chic, attitude 

super Mar. telephone portable, 
coiffure a la mode, vetements 
ringards ou de marque, maquil- 
iage ct parfums allumeurs. air 
perdu de rintemetard au look 
hranche. Dans ce quanier de 
magasin^ de luxe et de belles 
villas, quest Abdoun. un spec¬ 
tacle de frime grandeur nature 
sc joue tous Tcs jours & la 
lumiere des voitures qui vien- 
nenl paniciper au show. Res¬ 
taurants. glaciers el dubs privSs 
sont les ileun les plus frfiquen- 
tes par ectie jeunesse argentic. 
qui eopic le style occidental et 
oWii j des principes nouveaux 
commc la recherche d'un ira- 
vail. quittc a cire serveur au 
Hard Rock Cafe. I’egalilS des 
b e\es. la praiique de langues 
cirangeres. Qu'importe le re- 
eard qu’on porte sur eux, qu'on 
Jise qu'ils nnl la vie facile au 


Prune et musique ryAmee: ia jeunesse nrgenlee d’Abdoun se retrace dans les caffs du sou 
„_ rinn ih ioueni dans les caffe, groupe pen connu s'tl ne vient 


point de sumommer ces enfanis 
d'Abdoun, «Ies enfants de 
Snikers*. «Mais Abdoun. ce 
n'est pas seulement des fils de 
commergants et de hauls 
rcsponsables de I'Etat; cc sont 
aussi des gens normaux */« f >' 
vivcnl el y travailLem, cii g L, ~ 
gnant e'est vrai plus d'argenf 
que la moyeruie gintraic*- eA ‘ 
plique Lara, jeune habiiante 
d'Abdoun. L'dducarion n'est 
pas dtrangere & cede culture 
emergente. De nombreux 
jeunes ont fail leurs £tudcs dans 
des £coles et des universiies td\- 
glo-saxonnes et ramene dans 
leurs bagages tout cc q ue 
I'Occident offre d'aniuscnient 
(boites de nuit, fast-food— I- 
On est loin de la chanson 
arabe sentimentale. Ceitc j eu ‘ 


tion. Its joueni dans les caffe, 
les restaurants ou les boites de 
nuit du quartier mais cela n'est 
pas suffisant pour vivre. 11s 
sont gdnfeaJemem obUgfe dc 
iravailler le jour pour subvemr 
a leurs besoins. «llfaut soute- 
nir ces grouper. Menu ceux 
qui reprennem les chansons 
pettvent se reveler etre de bans 
artistes, croit Jamal, organisa- 
teur de concerts, les medias 
doivent nous aider a lancer les 
nouveaux talents». Certains 
lieux accueillent ces nouveaux 
groupes et espferent habituer 
leurs clients, aux soiries- 
conceit *Je pense que le pub¬ 
lic dime bien voir un groupe 
evoluer sur une scbie, estime 
Luna, chef des relations pu- 
bliques du Hard Rock Cafe, le 


araoe senumentaie. A /We varie selon la 

nesse veut remphr son '■ ia . e Ll 1 

son ennui avec de b musique programmation qui nest pas 

^ £ 
musictens ont fait leur appan r* i j 


pas se presenter a mot v. 

Pour enraciner ce mouve- 
ment musical. Ashraf Hawam- 
leh. un jeune ftudiant, prepare 
avec une bandc de copains de 

la fac. 1’organisation du 
deu.xieme Festival Amman 
Stock, privu cn novembre S 
Abdoun. Une dizaine de 
groupes jordaniens devrait y 
participer. ■ 

Chedid Abdallah 


Le Jourdain 
Tous les jeudis 
dans le Star 
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Qween Noor 
meets Arab 
writers 


HER MAJESTY Queen 
Noor met 80 writers from 
this country, Egypt and 
Iraq at the Royal Cultural 
Center. The writers partici¬ 
pated in the Queen Noor 
Award for Children’s Lit¬ 
erature. This is an annual 
prize, instituted by the 
Noor A1 Hussein Founda¬ 
tion in 1988 with the coop¬ 
eration of the Ministry of 
Culture. ■ 



musicia 


opera concert ir 



By Anca de Maio 

Special to The Star 



usic lovers in Amman had the 
extraordinary opportunity of going 
to (he opera fast week. Titled “An 

_ _Opera in the Making", the concert 

; was the first purely Jordanian attempt to per¬ 
form this type of music with the intention of 
establishing one day a professional opera 
company in Jordan. 

The first of a series of opera concerts to be 
. held over two years, the concert was per¬ 
formed by the Orchestra of the National 
Music Conservatory (NMC) and conducted by 
Rida Murtada. a young Jordanian residing 
and working in Germany. Reflecting the ambi¬ 
tious idea of creating a professional national 
orchestra and opera (like in Egypt;, the pro¬ 
ject of gradually introducing Mozart's 'Mar¬ 
riage of Figaro' to the Jordanian public, culmi- 
• naled in preseniing the whole opera with 
complete .stage settings and costumes. 

“Hopefully this will be possible by the end 
of next year." says Rida Murtada. the guest 
conductor of the NMC orchestra, admitting 
that everything depends on a favourable finan¬ 
cial situation. 

The first pan of the concert was dedicated 
exclusively to opera, while the second part 
consisted in playing Mozart's Symphony 
No.29. 

The overture of ‘Marriage of Figaro’ was 
followed by live vocal parts (accompanied by 
orchestra) and performed by the 15-year-old 


Jordanian Dima Bawab, a NMC student, and 
two NMC professors: Svetlana Kupavina and 
Lukas Cerny. 

“Originally we wanted to perform both 
Mozart" and Verdi in this first concert." Mr 
Murtada tells The Star. “Besides the fact that 
Verdi is even more difficult than Mozart, for 
playing Verdi you need more instruments and 
there are not enough advanced players of all 
these instruments in the NMC orchestra." he 
explains. “For two weeks we have been work¬ 
ing every day. which compared to Europe is 
quite a lot." he continues, adding that nor¬ 
mally in Europe three or four rehearsals are 
enough for a symphony concert, while 15 
days or so over a period of two months is nec¬ 
essary for an opera concert with stage setting. 

Rida Murtada. aged 22. made his debut as a 
guest conductor of the NMC in March this 
year on the occasion of the 14th meeting of 
the Arab Academy of Music. After six years 
of conducting experience, he is still at the 
beginning of this career. “It is better for a con¬ 
ductor to start young.” he said, “like in any 
profession, for conducting, is a job one learns 
like any other job. There’s nothing unnatural 
about it." 

He disagrees with the idealized image of 
the conductors of the last century and at the 
beginning of our century as “Gods of music”. 
“I am for doing music together with the 
orchestra and not for simply imposing my 
ideas," he pointed out. “My ideal conductor is 
the Italian Arturo Toscanini (1867-1957): far 
from being a showmaster, he was always very 


exact and honest in his work." lie continues. 

"What I am very careful about is (he style 
of an orchestra, because nowadays it is very 
important for a conductor tn encourage the 
individuality of an orchestra and nut to 
destroy it." he adds. 

Asked to describe the style of the NMC 
orchestra. Mr Murtada admits that even if the 
teachers and professors (but aisu the students) 
had a style of their own. it is difficult.to speak 
about a style of the whole orchestra, because 
they do not work enough together. “A profes¬ 
sional orchestra /ike the Phiiannonrc* of Ber¬ 
lin. for instance, play every day and has a 
deep-rooted tradition." he says, "while the 
orchestra of the NMC is still making its first 
steps.” 

According to him. the establishing of a pro¬ 
fessional orchestra in Jordan depends on the 
financial .support either from the government 
or other sources that will allow very advanced 
students of the conservatory in perform music 
not as a hobby but as a job. 

Murtada has wanted to be a conductor since 
he first played the violin at the age of 10. 
“Although the best music moments ! have 
lived are those when 1 play myself. I chose 
conducting because l prefer working with peo¬ 
ple than to working alone", he confesses. 

When he conducts opera, he has the oppor¬ 
tunity to establish even more relations with 
both instrument players and singers. "Despite 
the fact that f don't particularly enjoy travel¬ 
ling, I like to work in various places and meet 
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At Horizon, one ^ 
*r@at achievement 
leads to another 


» < 

i S 


IS 


HERE'S MORE good news >oon after Horizon’s recent 
success at the AI Anha's Creative Awards in Kuwait. 

This lime it carried the day at the Big Apple! 

Up-to-date is its roster of successes in the Finalist's 
Award at the prestigious New York International Advertis¬ 
ing Festival. Horizon s Dubai team won the honors for the 
emphatic Mercedes E-Class advertisement. “When There Is 
No Competition. We Create Our Own." 

_ Says Gerald M. Goldberg, president, the New York 
Festivals. "This outstanding achievement does not come 
ea$iJy...From a most competitive field of 10.000 advertising 
entries from 60 countries, achieving Finalist status is a nota¬ 
ble credit to any company’s awards roster." 

Rafic Saadeh. Chairman of the Horizon network, com¬ 
mented: "U does seem that New York is particularly lucky 
for Horizon since this is where we had won the Finalist's 
Award for the GTC Paints' "Language of Colors" campaign 
done by Horizon Kuwait, way back in 1990.” 

Getting this recognition from the hub of the advertising 
world is highly commendable since entries must undergo 
the scrutiny of expert creative judging panels convened 
around the world. Only the cereme de la creme of entries 
move on to the finalist stage. 

It is worth mentioning' that Horizon Dubai's work for 
Mercedes-Benz has been consistently impressive over the 
years, winning the Certificate of Merit at the Cresta Intema- 
uonnl Advertising Awards in New York and the IAA 
^Advertising Awards in Dubai. ■ 


Music from 


era 


By Christian Doiunit 

Special to The Star 


THE MUSICAL season has got under 
way in a thunderous start Iasi week. 
Under the patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, the European Union 
Baroque Orchestra gave a concert last 
week with the first half devoted to JJ. 
Fux. G.F. Handel, and F.H. Biber. With 
a series of suites, a concerto Grosso, and 
a programmatic Sonata, performed in an 
excited and rhapsodic atmosphere, bold 
modulations, and fascinating ornamental 
superstructure, it was truly Baroque to the 
core. 

The concert began with a beautiful ren¬ 
dition of the Jordanian national anthem 
by the orchestra's strings. This was fol¬ 
lowed by the European Union “national 
anthem." In this and all the other pieces 
stood the violin with its strong and bril¬ 
liant register unwilling to subordinate 
itself to anything. No doubt the violin 
became the favorite solo and orchestral 
instrument of the Baroque era. 

This leads us to the most typical feature 
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Kenz seeks active support 
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to continue projects 





“KENZ IS a joint venture between three societies: Al Hussein 
Society for the Physically Handicapped, the Holy Land Institute 
for the Deaf Swedish Organization for individual Relief 

(The AJ Hussein Society sewing workshop produces clothing 
for children, and the carpentry workshops of the Holy land and 
the Swedish Organization produce children’s furniture). . 

It is an income generating project that aims to support and sus¬ 
tain the training workshops for the handicapped. The products of 
the training workshops are sold at "Kenz. the outlet" at the Al 
Hussein Society premises. The Al Hussein Society manages 
Kenz. Princess Dina Mired is the president of Kenz. 

It is a unique project for the following reasons: 

■ It is a cost-saving project in terms of marketing and advertis¬ 
ing the products of three societies in one place—it offers job / 
training opportunities for the handicapped (physical/mcmal or 
hearing), who have minimal chance of training or working else¬ 
where (especially the physically and the menially handicapped),. 

■ It is a positive project, in that it stresses the capabilities (as 
opposed to the incapabilities) of persons suffering with handicap, 
through their well-made beautiful products. 

■ It aims to market other charitable organization products in 
the near future. 

KENZ officially opened on 18 April 19% under the patronage 
of TRH Princess Iman and Princess Raya. 

The Al Hussein Society Sewing Workshop is short of working 
capital. The project started from zero budget and a lot of volun¬ 
teer work. - 

(who will be needed to teach 4 new physically handicapped 
persons in the sewing workshop) 

The society needs your support in these areas to help it cover 
the start up costs and provide it with some working capital so that 
it can plan in advance and hence be more efficient as an income 
generating project M 
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of Baroque style: ornamentation, equally 
prominent in all forms of Baroque art 
Baroque architecture was fond of repeti¬ 
tion. This tendency to echo every idea is 
present in Ihe -music of the period and 
reaches its ultimate expression in the 
Concerto principle. 

These days "concert" may mean a reci¬ 
tal and “concerto" a particular musical 
composition, but in the Baroque era. it 
stood for a principle of style, and as such 
if meant the opposition, the rivalry, and 
the pitting against each other of musical 
instruments. 

It was the Baroque spirit, with its love 
of virtuosity and display which caused 
this elemental principle to become a dom¬ 
inating factor in music and once a fugue 
or a concerto was under way. it would 
refuse to pause until it reached its destina¬ 
tion. Baroque form gave free rein to the 
artist's imagination as well as to the per¬ 
forming musicians: (pizzicato, tremolo, 
tapping the wooden part of the bow. and 
even stamping on the floor I. 

The European Union Baroque Orches¬ 
tra is headquartered in England and its 


members include more than nine different 
EU nationalities—competing and agree¬ 
ing like a concerto. There is a clear mes¬ 
sage behind the orchestra’s visit to 
Jordan. 

To borrow the words of Yves Gazzo. 
the EU Ambassador to Jordan, the event 
is about interaction and achieving com¬ 
mon objectives of peace and stability. In 
this context it is meaningful that Handel’s 
Concerto Grosso in C Minor Op 6 n. 8 
was performed that evening. 

Unlike J.S. Bach there is a universal 
quality in Handel's personality, a certain 
attitude of the citizen of the world, and 
that of a European humanist. Handel 
came to England as an upholder of Italian 
art and lived there for 45 years. In spite of 
his German origin. Italian training, and 
French experience, there are many traits 
in Handel that give him a close kinship 
with English music. 

He acnut red his means of expression, 
his forms and his technique from German. 
Italian and French traditions but the cli¬ 
mate which ripened his art was that of 
Enelish civilization and culture. ■ 
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Towards better skills 
Coca Cola trains : 
employees in Jordan 


THE COCA Cola Company organized 
two training courses for its employees, 
old and new, at the factory in Mad aba 
last Wednesday and Thursday.. 

The first coarse, titled “A Day in the 
Life of a Coca Cola Route Salesman,^ 
revolved around sales and distribution 
training, and lodndeda toar ef the 
plant and the warehouses. The coarse 
aimed to strengthen- the ties'between., 
the plant employees and sales and dis¬ 
tribution people. .The second. coarse,' 
specifically designed for new snpervis-' 
ors in the company, was a general-, 
orientation course Of the plant arid the ' 
company ’ 

The course wasinaugurated by Mr. ‘ 
Azem Omar YoustE, GexteraTManager 
of the Coca-Cola Bottling Company in 
Jordan, ami a somber of the.Coca. 
Cola Company’s empteyeea ih Jordan 
and abroad. 

Training and Development Manager \ 

for Coca Cola Near East Mr. Frondes 

Monrad stated; “These : training 
courses aft part of extensive programs . 
designed by the Coca Cola Company to ; 
improve Ideal skills ip an effort -to <■ 
ensure the qnafity of. Us product arid ; 
services. It is abq in fine with the com¬ 
pany’s policy of hiringsnd training of 
local labor, exchanging of. expertise ' 
and constaotiURovatioa in tfce plani. ‘ / 

The Coca Cola Company in-Jordan 
has approximately TOO Jordaiiisnr 
employees. S 
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Exhibitions 

■ Artworks by 
Abdul Kader 
Bakheet con¬ 
tinues at Instituto 
Cervantes ends 
today 30 Oc¬ 
tober. 

■ Painting and 
waving entitled 
“Murmurs of 
Our Land" by 
Riham Ghassib 
and Bani H ami da 
at Bani Hamida 
House ends today 30 Oc¬ 
tober. 

■ Paintings ’ by Bahraini 
artist Sheikh Rashid A 3 
Khalifa continues at Darat 
al Funun tin 15 Nov. 

H Art Exhibition by Patrice 
Cudennec continues at The 
French Cultural Center til] 



26Nov.- ' 

■ An Exhibition of jewel at’ 
Darat al Funun continues tilL; 

is Nov. 
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■ Graphic exhibition 
Abdel Wahab AMeLMqfc) 
sen continues . at - RaFpdita^ .l 
Art Gallery till -S-NiWgsS? 
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Programs on JT v 
from 1—7 November 



EWfiUSH PROGRAMS 

'SATURDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Twinkle ■ 

230-—Moppet Shaw 
3:00—World of Geo 
4:00—The Vally Between 
4:30—Neighbors 
5:00—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735:—Are you Been Served 
&00—Newly Weds 
8J0—Prism 
9:10—Time Trax 
10:0b—News at Ten 
1030—Feature Film 
12:00—Allen 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10— Little Rosey 

2 JO— Jonny Quest 

3:00—Energy Express 

3:40—Lucky Lnky 

4:00—American Chart Show 

4:30—Tarazan 

6:00—French Programs 

7:00—News in French 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air 

8:00—Cinema, Cinema, 
Cinema 

8 JO—Struggle for 
Democracy 

9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News at Ten 
10-30—The Bourne 
Identity 
11:15—Drama 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—The Show With The 
Mouse 

2 JO—Cowboy of the 
Moo mesa 

3:00—Gillette Sports Special 

3 JO—Riding High 
4:00—Animal Show 
4:30—Neighbors 



Fresh Prince of Bel Air, Sunday 7:350pm 


5:15—French Programs* 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Are you Been Served 
8:00—Murphy Brown 
8 JO—Babylon 5 
9z 10—Hi ghlan der 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30r—Emergency Room 
lej) 

11:15—Homicide 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Sandocan 
2:30—CJt.O. 

3:00—Skippy 

3 JO—The Album Show 

4 JO—Square One T.V 
5:15—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Sara 

8:00—Tilt 

8 JO—Encounter 


9:10—Nature of Things 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030—Marguerite Voland 
11:15—Guilty 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Jonny Quest 
2:30—Super Daue 
3:00—Secrets of Treasure 
Island 

3 JO—Spell Binder 
4:00—Monsters Today 

4 JO—Border Town 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News In French . 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 

8:00—Grace under Fire 
8:30—Challenges 
9:10—Kung-Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land’s End 
11:00—American Gothic 



Amman cinemas 


9 Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): Escape From LA 
9 Philadelphia II (Tel: 634149): Clueless 
9 Plaza (Tel: 699238): Double Team 
9 Concord I (Tel: 677420): Client 
9 Concord Et (Tel: 677420): Too Hoi To Handle 
9 Galleria I (Tel: 634149): Con . Air 
9 Galleria II (Tel: 634149): Double Team 


THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—New Kids on the Back 

2:30—My Little Fairy Tale 

3:00—America’s Funniest 

People 

330—He Shoot He Scores 
4:00—I Love Lncy 
430—The Boy from 
Andromeda 

5:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Trivia] Pursuit 
8:00—Parenthood 
830—Lois and Clark 
(Superman! 

9:10— Winfrey Show 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film 
12:00—Cinema Club 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Leo The Lion 
230—Fred And Barney 
3:00—Wish Bone 
330—Lucky Luke 
4:00—Family Matters 
4:30—NBA 
5 JO—French Film 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
735—Are you Been Served 
8:00—The Health Show 
8:30—Adventures of Brisco 
County 

9:10—Mother Terrsa 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— Best Seller 
11:15—Feature Film 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANpAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Secrets de famin e 
5:30—Des chi ffres et des 
lettres 


6:00—La rose des vents 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

L'leuf de Colomb 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Secrets de Camille 
530—Des chi fires et des 
lettres 

6:00—Magazine 

Faiu pas rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine pour tons 

Ziva 

LUNDI 

5:00—Secrets de famiUe 
530—Des chi fires et des 
lettres 

6:00—Thalassa 
7:00—Le journal 
7 : 15 —Magazine scientiGque 
Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Secrets de famille 
530—Des chifires et des 
lettres 

6:00 —Savoir plus santl 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Orient sur Seine 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Secrets de famille 
5:30—Des chifires et des 
lettres 

6:00—Ushuala 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—E = M6 

JEUDI 

5:00—L’invite de marque 
530—Fort Boyard 
7:00—Le journal 
7 : 15 —Le dessous des cartes 

VENDRED1 

530—Madame la conseillfere 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 


Programs are subjectct to change by JTV 


SIMPLY LIGHT YEARS AHEAD 

With Sour'* latest potable LCD project ore, there* a 
bright future in front of you. That’s because these 
projectors are ready for the sandazd ot tomorrow - XGA. 
NatmaDy, they accept the current standards of SVGA and 
VGA too. Aral of comae, they are compatible with both 
Macs and PCs. 

They c om e 1 with knockout resolution foe clarity, cokwr 
and contrast. And the powerful lumen light output gives 
yoa an image that's crystal clear, bright and uniform, 
whatever the Lighting cooditions. 


movie guide 


Independent, Limited and Foreign-Language Releases 


• CAPITAINE CONAN: Bertrand 
Tavernier's superb World War I epic takes 
place in the Balkans. where the French 
continue fighting long after the Armistice. 
The film resonates with the domplex and 
conflicting national interests and alle¬ 
giances in that region that have erupted all 
over again in recent years. Philippe Torre* 
ton and Samuel Le Bihan play French sol¬ 
diers who try to transcend differences in . 
rank, class and temperament. (Unrated) 

• CAREER GIRLS: Two college room¬ 
mates (Lynn Steadman and “Naked s 
Katrin Cartlidge) reuniie for a Lon d .°° 
weekend in the latest work from Brtusn 
director Mike Leigh, celebrated for creat- 
ing emotionally whole characters (os he 
did in “Secrets & Lies") who are so per¬ 
suasive Us difficult to get them out of your 
mind. (R) 

• CRIES OF SILENCE: In Avery 
Crounse's exquisitely wrought drama, a 
young surgeon (Kathleen York) rescues a 
girl of about 15 (Erin Buchanan) in the 
aftermath of a hurricane, only to leam she 
cannot speak and may or may not be 
retarded. Suspense and evolving relation¬ 
ships ensue. Karen Black also stars as 
York's distant mother. (Unrated) 

• DELINQUENT: This low-budget 
high-quality production is a terrific sus¬ 
pense picture, more concerned with char¬ 
acter than cheap thrills, in which an 
estrangement between a sensitive teenager 
(Desmond Devenish). in the throes of com¬ 
ing of age. and his ignorant, mean- 
tempered father (Jeff Paul) escalates dan¬ 
gerously. A most impressive first feature 
from writer-director Peter Hall. With 
Shawn Batten. (Unrated) 

• THE END OF VIOLENCE: Wiro 
Wenders' film is as ambitious as its title, a 
contemplation of the various forms of vio¬ 
lence that characterize modern life and a 
wry take on L.A. in general and Holly¬ 
wood in particular. Highly complicated 
and more art film than thriller, it stars Bill 
Pullman as a ruthless producer and Gabriel 
Byrne as a surveillance expert for the FBI 
who is beginning to worry about the Big 
Brother aspects of his secret project. Little 
does he know.... (Rj 

• FAMILY NAME: Filmmaker Macky 
Alston, a 31-year-old gay white man. goes 
in search of his family's roots and finds 
that many of his relations are African 
American. Winner of the Freedom of 
Expression Award at Sundance. (Unrated.) 

• FAST, CHEAP & OUT OF CON¬ 
TROL: Documentor! an Errol Morris 
('The Thin Blue Line," "A Brief History 
of Time") considers the nature of a life's 
work by profiling four unusual profession¬ 
als. (PG) 

• IN THE COMPANY OF MEN: 
Writer-director Neil LaBuie has a gift for 
making audiences squirm, but that's all. 
This unpleasant detailing of the sadistic 


action two men take againsL a vulnerable 
member of the opposite sex is the equiva¬ 
lent of a psychological snuff film. (R, for 
langur emotional abuse.) 

• KISS & TELL: The bizarre murder of 
a stripper (Justine Bateman) is the basis 
for - this improvisations! comedy. 
(Unrated.) 

• THE LIVING SEA: Greg MacGilliv- 
ray’s short celebrates the beauty and infi¬ 
nite variety of ocean life while making us 
realize that the sea is as fragile as it is 
essential to our very existence. Narrated 
by Meryl Streep with music by Sting. 
(Unrated. Suitable for everyone.) 

• THE LONG WAY HOME: Mark Jon¬ 
athan Harris' superb documentary surveys 
with clarity and calmness the three harrow¬ 
ing years between the end of World War II 
and the formation of the slate of Israel. 
The result is an eloquent saga of timeless 
impact and enduring significance. 
(Unrated) 

• THE METHOD: Sophomoric tale 
about some college drama students staging 
a senior thesis play about a bank robbery 
and craving to make their art “real.” With 
Nick Sadler, Sean Patrick Flaneiy. Michael 
Bondies and Tyrin Turner. (Unrated) 

• MRS. BROWN: Judi Dench and Billy 
Connolly take the leads in the story oF the 
relationship between grief-stricken Queen 
Victoria and irreverent Highlander John 
Brown in 1864. (PG) 

• MY AMERICA (OR HONK IF YOU 
LOVE BUDDHA): In her deligthfully wry 
documentary, Renee Tajima-Pen@a 
attempts to answer the question, in regard 
to Asian Americans, “Will we truly ever 
belong in America?" In the process Taj- 
ima-Pen@a meets a wide variety of people 
in a cross-country tour and - attempts to 
comes to terms with her own identity as a 
Japanese American. (Unrated) 

• THE MYTH OF FINGERPRINTS: 
With a gift for creating character and an 
ear for the anxiety that always creeps in 
when families dare to gather, wnter- 
director Bart Freundlich brings welcome 
passion to a traditional story of relation¬ 
ships. Stars include Roy Scheider, Noah 
Wyle, Blythe Danner and Julianne Moore. 
(R for sexuality and language.) 

• NAPOLEON: Adam Wylie. Bronson 
Pinchou David Ogden Stiers and Joan Riv¬ 
ers are among those supplying voices to 
ihe title character, a golden retriever 
puppy, and the many critters he encounters 
in his Australian outback adventure. (G.) 

• WASHINGTON SQUARE: Hampered 
by widely divergent performances and a 
troubling tendency toward the obvious, 
this new take on the Henry James novella 
wastes solid work by Jennifer Jason Leigh 
and proves that William Wyler's version, 
“The Heiress," was one film that didn't cry 
out to be remade. (PG) 
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The ad that 


sold the world 


By Thomas Frank 


‘IF YOU warn to show you've 
gotten somewhere, gel a beauti¬ 
ful chariot. But if you simply 
want to get somewhere, get a 

hug.' 

Volkswagen advertisement. 

1966. . A 

That by the end of the 1960s 
the Vnltawugen had acquired 
an image more hip than Nazi 
must be regarded as one of the 
great triumphs ot American 
marketing. 

As a form of anti-advertising 
“no fancy gadgets, run by push 
buttons", the “ugly, little bug" 
the Volkswagen series, on bill- 
hoards. in magazines and on tel¬ 
evision. introduced the world to 
a new aesthetic of consuming. 

No longer would advertising 
labour to construct an idealized 
hut self-evidently false vision of 
consumer perfection. Instead, it 
would offer itself as an antidote 
to the patent absurdities of 
affluence. 

The idea was a great innova¬ 
tion of the 1960s. the magic cul¬ 
tural formula by which the life 
of consumerism could be 
extended indefinitely, running 
on the discontent that it itself 
had produced. 

“Hip" was the solution to the 
problems of the mass society, 
although not in the way the ide¬ 
ologues had intended. Disgust 
with the consumer society was 
the best product pitch, applica¬ 
ble to almost anything: Buy 
This to Escape Consumerism. 

Capitalism was entering the 
space age in the 1960s and 
Organization Man. the Man in 
the Grey Flannel Suit, was a 
drag not only as a parent, but as 
an executive. The old values of 
caution, deference and hierar¬ 
chy drowned creativity and 
denied flexibility. 


And when business leaders 
cast their gaze on to the youth 
culture bubbling around them, 
they saw a reflection of their 
own struggle and an affirmation 
of a dynamic consuming order 
that would replace the old. 

For these business thinkers, 
the cultural revolution that has 
come to be symbolized by the 
counter-culture seemed to be an 
affirmation of their own revolu¬ 
tionary faiths, a reflection of 
their own struggles to call their 
corporate colleagues into step 
with the chaotic and frenetically 
changing economic universe. 

The corporate revolution of 
the 1960s has never ended. In 
the 1990s. when the world was 
awakening to the realities of 
hyper-accelerated global infor¬ 
mation economy, the language 
of the 1960s has made a trium¬ 
phant return. The corporate the¬ 
ory of the 1990s makes explicit 
references to 1960s management 
theory and the experiences of 
the counter-culture. 

Like the laid-back executives 
who personify it. the ideology 
of information capitalism is a 
child of the 1960s: the interven¬ 
ing years may have delayed the 
revolution, but have hardly 
defused its urgency. One indus¬ 
try advertising has provided the 
clues, the images, and the pithy 
punchlines. 

After ail. it was a US clothing 
retailer, not Marx or Mao or 
Castro, who delivered this call 
to arms in 1968: "Men of the 
world, arise! The revolution has 
begun and fashion is at the barri¬ 
cades. Charge into Chapman's 
shops for men and lead the way 
to this new-found freedom in 
men’s clothes." 

Advertising agencies, accord¬ 
ing to the common media image 
of the 1990s. are exceedingly 
hip places. Advertising people 
are deeply immersed in (he 


ROCK TRACKS 


By Stacy Jenel Smith 



Barbra Streisand 


U2 guitarist The Edge became a father for the fourth time 
last month, with a daughter bom to his girlfriend. LA.-based 
danccr-choreographer Morieigfa Stein¬ 
berg. Edge is still wed to Atslinn 
O'Sullivan, with whom he has three 
children. The couple split long ago. but 
Irish laws make it extremely difficult to 
sever marital bonds. The new baby's 
timing couldn't have been much bener 
for Edge’s schedule. U2 completed the 
Euro leg of its “PopMan" tour with a 
dale in Tel Aviv Sept 30. a Tuesday, 
and Edge flew to LA. immediately to 
wait out the birth of the babe (due mid-October) with Mor- 
leigh. Then — surprise! — be found himself waiting a mat¬ 
ter of hours, rather than days. He had three weeks off before 
he had to rejoin U2 for the second North America leg of the 
“ PopMart ” concert trek. By the way, Morieigh will be 
remembered by many U2 fans as the “Mysterious Ways” 
belly dancer on the outdoor leg of the Zoo TV Tour a few 
years back. 

Barbra Streisand and Celine Dion were very pleased with 
themselves for managing to slip into and out of a Hollywood 
recording studio to wax their “Tell Him” duet — with nary 
a paparazzo catching on and coining to snap them. The 
superstar divas did have celeb pbotog Herb Hitts on hand to 
record their teaming. Funny, isn't it? Streisand and Dion 
became friends after all the s illiness over Barbra having been 
in tbe ladies room when Celine was sin g in g during the last 
Oscar show. 

New Kids on tbe Block members Donnie Wahlberg, Joe 
Mdntire and Jordan Knight have been making music 
together again. But it’s not for a New Kids on the Block 
reunion, reports Wahlberg. The singex-cum-actor, who 
owns his own recording studio and productioo/publishing 
company, produced a couple of tracks for both Mdntire and 
Knight's solo albums, due out early next year. He says a 
reunion of their old group is not going to happen anytime 
soon. "I’ve reaUv been bleswd pvpn Hirrincr r>w» Npw Kids 


really been blessed, even during tbe New Kids 
thing, that 1 son of got to branch out on my own,” says 
Wahlberg. “I got a chance to find myself outside the group. 
The other guys are really just starting to get to do that and 
until they experience that. I think any reunion would be 
unlikelv.” 


Debby Boone is surprised country star LeAnn Rimes has 
a new hit version of Debby's 20-year-old monster smash 
'You Light Up My Life." She confesses, “1 know it’s been 
-0 yeans, but somehow ii still seems too soon for the song to 
be back out there.” She points out that her husband, Gabriel 
Ferrer, says, “'You'd think people would still be sick of it-’" 
(Hey ! He said it, we didn’t!) Right now, Boone and Fetter 
are busy launching their latest children’s book, “Night- 
hgta. They’ve done five, with Debby writing and Gabriel 
illustrating, and she says she’s “shocked" that they’ve wound 
up on top of the kids’ bestseller lists. As for her music/Tm 
m a real transition — deciding what to do next" How about 

heavy metal, like her father, Pat Boone? “Not a chance! Tfl 
just leave that to the old man.” 

O »97. TAme Media Soviets 


r slapsjix 


Pressure is something 
you feel when you don't 
know what you're doing. 


OEm.YribcaeMedaSoviers 


tastes, the music, and the slang 
of young people, obsessed with 
the rapid movement of youth 
culture. And, being an industry 
that burns out creative talents in 
an extraordinarily short time, it 
is a world actually populated by 
young people. 

But in the 1940s. ‘50s and 
‘60s, the image was very differ¬ 
ent Madison Avenue was 
“Ulcer Gulch". It was a shrine 
of conformity. American admen 
were hopeless yes-men. dedi¬ 
cated to affirming their clients’ 
every whim and suffering from 
an excess of three-Martini 
lunches. 

The central principle of the 
industry was "science" and 
there was one reliable method of 
convincing the consumer to 
buy: offer him or her a “unique 
selling proposition''. 

And so. Playtex girdles had a 
“Seven-way stretch", and Won¬ 
der Bread “helps build strong 
bodies 12 ways*’, while “You 
can have a lovelier complexion 
in 14 days with Palmolive soap, 
doctors prove!” and Fab deter¬ 
gent had “five extra 
laundratives". 

To flip through any copy of 
Life from the 1950s is to under¬ 
stand almost instantly that the 
ads produced were perhaps the 
worst, given their social and cul¬ 
tural context, thai Madison Ave¬ 
nue has ever created. 

One looks in vain for any¬ 
thing that deviates even slightly 
from the cold war orthodoxy of 
prosperity, progress, and consu¬ 
mer satisfaction. Never had 
advertising been so unwilling to 
acknowledge the myriad petty 
frustrations, the anger, the fear 
that make up so much of daily 
existence. And never had it been 
so vulnerable to mockery, nor to 
the emergence of a prophet 
whose influence on the western 
world has h airily been 
appreciated. 

The towering figure of the 
advertising world of the 1960s 
and a man of immense cultural 
significance was Bill Bem- 
bach. the guiding spirit of Doyle 
Dane Bembach agency. DDB 
altered the look, language and 
tone of advertising with its long- 
running campaign for Volkswa- 

f en and dozens of other brands. 

embach was at once a hard- 
headed adman and one of post¬ 
war consumerism's most tren¬ 
chant critics. 

He was the first adman to 
appeal directly to the powerful 
but unmentionable public fears 
of conformity, of manipulation, 
of fraud, and of powerlessness, 
and to sell products by doing 
so. He invented anti-advertising: 
he harnessed public mistrust of 
consumerism to the cause of 


consumerism itself. 

Bembach was an ideologue 
of disorder, an untiring propa¬ 
gandist for the business value of 
the principles of modem art. A 
hook lei of his memorable say¬ 
ings compiled by DDB begins 
with this aphorism: "Rules are 
what the artist breaks: the mem¬ 
orable never emerged from a 
formula”, 'imitation can be 
commercial suicide." runs 
another. 

In practice, he maximized the 
freedom of creative workers and 
eliminated much of the hierar¬ 
chy and bureaucracy customary 
at large agencies in the 1950s. 

He placed limitations on cli¬ 
ents' authority that led directly 
to the rapidly escalating willing¬ 
ness to violate the conventions 
of commercial speech. A num¬ 
ber of DDB's most famous cam¬ 
paigns, such as the Volkswagen 
ads that played on the car's ugli¬ 
ness. and the Avis ads that pro¬ 
claimed “We’re Number Two", 
were extremely distasteful to cli¬ 
ents and would surely have been 
axed had the clients not already 
agreed to defer to the agency's 
decision. 

The advertising that DDB 
began making tor Volkswagen 
in 1959 is one of the most ana¬ 
lyzed. discussed and admired 
campaigns in the industry's his¬ 
tory. studied in introductory 
marketing classes and included 
in advertising retrospectives of 
all Winds. 

The campaign's power 
derived from its blatant trans¬ 
gression of nearly every conven¬ 
tion of auto advertising. Its suc¬ 
cess validated overnight the 
Bembach creative philosophy, 
set off a thousand corporations 
in search of similar ads for 
themselves and precipitated a 
revolution in ad making. 

The history of the consumer 
society is largely the history of 
the automobile, of the prosperity 
it brought to blue-collar work¬ 
ers. of the mobility and sexual 
freedom it permitted, and of 
the myriad consumer fantasies 
with which it was associated in 
the years after the second world 
war. 

Cars then were designed and 
advertised to resemble the 
exciting hardware of the cold 
war. streamlined, finned like 
aeroplanes, decorated with 
flashing chrome and abstract 
representations of rockets. 

A Dodge ad declared that 
"the new Swept-Wing look tor 
‘59 is set off by thrusting Jei- 
Trail Tail Lamps". The pinnacle 
of boorishness was reached in 
ads tor the 1961 Buick: "What a 
wonderful sense of well-being 
just being seen behind its wheel. 
No showing off. Just that Clean 



Ads of the modem world are designed to enjoy as much as to sell 


Look of Action which unmis¬ 
takably tells your success." 

The DDB debunking cam¬ 
paign for Volkswagen began in 
1959. puncturing the myths in 
the very year that enormous tail- 
fins were at their largest on 
cars made by General Motors. 
The early ads were startlingly 
minimalist and in black and 
white. They were always orga¬ 
nized around a pun or joke, a 
rare thing at the time. 

Instead of boasting with 
Technicolor glare, the artwork 
committed such bizarre heresies 
as including only a tiny picture 
in the upper-left hand comer of 
an almost blank page, depicting 
the car floating in water, drawn 
on to an egg. denied in an acci¬ 
dent crushed by a car scrapping 
machine, or absent altogether 
except for a pair of tracks in the 

snow. 

What made the Volkswagen 
ads seem “honest" were the 
curious admissions of (what 
appeared to bel errors. The sta¬ 
tion wagon was a "monster” 
that "looked like a shoe box", 
while an experimental model 
that never made it to production 
was "something awful. Take 
our word for iL” 

Then there were the occa¬ 
sional admissions that Volkswa¬ 


gen was. like everyone else, 
profit-driven “since we have 
this burning dears to stay in 
business.” 

At times. DDB even encour¬ 
aged readers to demystify the 
techniques of ad-making. As 
one ad from1964 put it, rather 
disingenuously: “Just because 
we sell cars doesn't put selling 
at the top of our agenda.” So 
similar in format were the vari¬ 
ous Volkswagen print ads, and 
so familiar to readers, that 
ini963 the company ran an ad 
with no picture, no headline, 
three blank columns, and 
instructions on “How to do a 
Volkswagen ad". 

Addressing the “real” prob¬ 
lems of society and outlining 
“real*’ differences was the story 
of advertising in the 1960s. As 
the decade progressed. Bill 
Bembach *s vafues and his revo¬ 
lutionary restructuring of the 
creative process spread rapidly 
through the industry. 

The rage for creativity was 
fuelled partly by the demands 
of the admen, but ' more 
importantly by the traditional 
buyers of advertising, the big 
blue-chip clients. who, 
impressed by the formula 
they saw in rhe Volkswagen 
campaign, demanded similar 


work from their agencies. 

After the post-war years- of 
predictability and Utopian fan¬ 
tasy, western capitalism sud¬ 
denly developed an enthusiasm 
for graphic sophistication, for . 
naturalism, for nonconformity, 
and for wilful transgression. 

Virtually anyone who lived 
through the L96Qs in the US 
remembers advertising's strange 
and sudden infatuation with 
counter- cultural imagery, its, 
overnight conversion to rock 
music and scenes of teenagers 
dancing their strange indeci¬ 
pherable dances. 

Models on television became 
younger, gave up their clean' 
appearances for long hair and 
rebel garb, and traded ingratiat¬ 
ing smiles for serious stares at 
the camera. The fault lines of 
advertising had changed, seismi- 
cally and suddenly. One in 
1967, Madison Avenue Man 
shed his grey flannel suit and 
leapt headlong into youth cul¬ 
ture. He is yet to return. 

The name given by admen to 
their target market was “young . 
thinking", a rubric under which 
you could classify almost eve¬ 
rybody. The function of “youth" 
in advertising was symbolic, an 
easy metaphor for a new consu¬ 
mer value-system. 


A. Business Week article .in 
1970 predicted:.'- *The" 


promises to become the decade. 
when youth becomes a ptatetof. mm 
mind arid .overflows all 


tionol age boundaries.-.whether 
they are marketing to youth or . 
to youthfulness. Businessmen ^ 
find the prospects exhilarating " 

, Through Jfte^proliferation „ of- . 
psychedelia and “Yellow Su6r ” 

marine art", advertisers were 
careful to speaka, language-lhat.- 
sounded hip. biit'gota message 
across to young afiki l 6ld ,alflte; > , i j 
The favourite advertising term : 




for the counter-culture wasi; tfe, - 
“Now' Generation^.. ".yriq&t : 

implied absolute up-tCKfitenesSr s.-m': 

.. Jt also intimated wharpdmen - : y“ 
felt was the-'y&iril'S^Tiad^T.^ .li 
important characteristic^as pori- -- 'J 

sumens: their desire for Immedi¬ 
ate' gratification: their craving '• 
for the new; Their, intolerance tor. . 
the slow moving, the penurious ' 
and the thrifty. Thus began the 
consumer reyolt against.', mass 
society. . ■ 

From Thomas Frank’s, The 
Conquer of Coot ,• 
next week By toe University of I j •••': 
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been over in two minutes and fo rgott e n as quickly. 
was dealt in a pair event, where overtricks are vitaL ' 

North kept probing for a suit contract Most of Sooth’s j 
strength, however, was in North’s short suit, where three no J 
trump was a popular contract. . . ' : . : 

The usual opening lead was a low bean. Where dediper',^ 
woo the first trick, with the jack, the usual continuation wdSI 
a chib to tbe king and a diamond back to tire queen aud iting^" 

Since there was no point to a heart ceotimiattoo, most 
Wests found the spade shift. Declarer hdd up for a rganda r _ 
two, but two tricks were die maximum that could be "wfe’- 
One declarer made 11 tricks. Instead of winning tbefirst rj 
heart with toe jack. South took toe Hide with toe king; Ifet £ 

; conveyed to West the impression that East had started i 

J 10 ID the Stilt. On winning the king nf riian vwk; itiw f f nr ii; ^ ^ 

West was de l igh ted at tire opportunity to know out-declaF-. ii ?_- 

bead stopper while still h olding the ace of: • L-J-.’ 

It did not workout quite dial way.- Declarer won thebeatrfi 
continuation with the jack and led another club. =. No inattec M 
- how the defense reacted, declarer could collect one spade, 


three hearts and seven tricks in the minor suits fix’a second -Sa 
overtrick and top on the board. 
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UNDER THE patronage of HRH Prin¬ 
cess Aisha Bint Ai Hussein, a Turkish 
fashion show was held at the 
intercontinental Hotel on 24 and 25 
October. 

Turkish fashion designer Zuhal 
Yorganicoglu impressed Jordanians 
with her beautiful designs during the 
show held at the InterContinental 
Hotel, Jordan. 

The show was attended by HRH 
Princess Aisha Bint AJ Hussein, HRH 
Princess Alia A) Faisal, HRH Princess 
Majda Raad, Foreign Minister, Mr 
Fayes Tarawneh, and the Turkish 
Ambassador to Jordan. Mr Ahmet 
Saha Umar. 

The show included dresses and caf¬ 
tans created by Ms. Yorganicoglu. The 
gowns had the fascinating Turkish 
embroidery designs made on Silk, 
satin and velvet dresses 
and caftans. 

The dresses were pre¬ 
sented by top professional 
models from Turkey, who 
managed to add a mystic 
flavor to the show. 

The fashion show was 
organized under the pat¬ 
ronage of HRH Princess 
Aisha Bint El Hussein and 
part of the proceeds were 
donated to The Al Huss¬ 
ein Society for the Reha¬ 
bilitation of the Physically 
Handicapped. The main 
sponsors of the event were 
the Turkish Embassy, 
Royal Jordanian, Turkish 
Airlines, ATA Construc¬ 
tion, Industry and 
Intercontinental Hotel 
Jordan. ■ 


DO THE Rolling Stones even matter 
any more? 

It may seem an odd question to ask. 
given the amount of attention the hand 
is generating. Not only arc the Stones 
on tour at the moment, playing sold- 
out stadiums all across America, hut 
the group is in the midst of a full-on 
media blitz, with concert performances 
on MTV and VHI scheduled and a 
Rolling Slone cover in the works. 

Taken in terms of sheer celebrity, 
(he Stones arc definitely hot stuff. So 
why don’t people care about the hand's 
music anymore? 

There was a time when the release 
of a new Roiling Stones album was an 
cvenL Back then, the band was seen as 
edgy and dangerous, a menacing 
reminder of how scary popular culture 
could be. And its recordings reflected 
that. From the seductive malevolence 
of “Sympathy For the Devil" and “Mid¬ 
night Rambler" to the perverse sexual 
politics of “Under My Thumb” and 
“Some Girls.” each new Rolling 
Stones record was guaranteed to be 
provocative. 

Now, it’s just product. “Bridges to 
Babylon.” the band’s latest release, is 
solid, professional and about as likely 
to offend as a "Cheers” rerun. 

It lacks the sonic aggression of Nine 
Inch Nails and the puckish wit of 
Beck; it's not as scary as Marilyn Man- 
son and can't approach the rhythmic 
intensity or the Chemical Brothers. 
Instead, the current Stones sound is 
familiar, traditional, safe. It's the son 
of thing that would make a perfectly 
acceptable Father’s Day present— 
assuming, of course, dad isn't all that 
young. 

Needless to say. “Bridges to Baby¬ 
lon” hasn't exactly knocked the music 
world on its ear. The album entered the 
Billboard charts at No. 3 —higher than 
the new Bob Dylan, lower than the last 


Paul McCartney—but dropped out of 
the Top 10 the following week. Worse. 
“Anybody Seen My Baby." the 
album's first single, hasn't even dented 
the Billboard Hoi 100. 

Somehow, though, the Stones 
remain a box-officc phenomenon. The 
"Bridges to Babylon” tour sold out a 
half-dozen stadiums before anyone had 
heard so much as a note of the new 
album. Even more impressive is the 
fact that Slones tickets arc selling at a 
time when even multi-platinum acts 
have trouble filling seats. 

But seeing the Stones at this stage of 
the game has nothing to do with the 
group's latest release, much less its 
once-rebellious image. It isn’t about 
the elaborate stage show or even how 
well the hand is playing these days. 

What it's about is fame. Name- 
recognition. The opportunity to boast 
about having seen The World's Great¬ 
est Rock ’n’ Roll Band. 

in a sense, the Stones have become 
the rock ’n' roll equivalent of the 
Mona Lisa, a musical icon whose rec¬ 
ognition factor has long since tran¬ 
scended the need for entertainment 
value. The band has long since become 
a part of the cultural firmament, with 
Mick Jagger. Keith Richards. Charlie 
Walls and Ron Woods being as recog¬ 
nizable to rock fans as the faces on 
Mount Rushmore. 

Likewise, the band's sonic signa¬ 
ture—dagger’s drawling croon, Rich¬ 
ards' choked guitar chords. Walls' 
loose-1 imbed back beat—is one of the 
most recognizable in rock, a sound that 
has inspired countless imitators over 
the years. We all know the classic 
Stones recordings, have heard them 
each a thousand times or more. Yet 
even the most familiar moments, he it 
the clanking cowbell that kicks off 
“Honky Tonk Women" or the “duot- 
doo!"' harmonics that support “Sympa¬ 
thy for the Devil." still retain potency, 
their power. 



The key word in all this is "classic." 
Those recordings haven't just endured: 
they’ve gained value over the years, 
turning from Top-40 hits into modern 
musical monuments. As with the best- 
known works of Beethoven or the 
Beatles, those classic Stones record¬ 
ings are basic knowledge for any well- 
rounded music fan. Not to recognize 
the riff from ’’Satisfaction” is almost as 
embarrassing as not knowing the first 
four notes of Beethoven’s fifth 
symphony. 

Unlike’most of the musicians whose 
work wc consider classics, the Slones 
are still around to offer first-hand evi¬ 
dence of how. the music should sound. 
So seeing the Stones becomes some¬ 


thing of a pilgrimage, an act of homage 
to the power of rock n’ roll. 

In that sense, the Rolling Stones 
truly are The World's Greatest Rock 
'n' Roll Band. It doesn't matter that 
they don’t have the most modem 
sound on MTV—the Stones will be 
valued lung alter the current Buzz Bin 
bands arc forgotten. 

So. yeah, the Rolling Slones do mat¬ 
ter. in the same way as Duke Ellington. 
Frank Sinatra and James Brown. 
Because not everything in popular cul¬ 
ture is faddish, ephemeral or forgetta¬ 
ble.® 

i A Times- Washington Past 
News Service 
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■^Tbook your Advertisement Graphic and Designs cn the electrode Sign Beards cn the I 
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PENA 


Amman -TlaAl A;; - Al 
YVefaq Garden, 

Tel. 079-61487 



B37A1KAK? 

Home of the Chat brill 
For all your special 
occasions West End has a 
for 




Open Daily 12*0pm. -Midnight 
. Shmeisam above CWE House 

For Reservation TeL 693053 


Eatable Home Made 
sandwiches & Cakes 
Hubly Bubly 
Hot & Cold Drinks 
ICECREAM 
Amman Ntar AI-Rabia Circle 
TeL 5534423 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

Ixi Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily I2:QQ-3:3Qp.m 
7:00- Midnight 





ORLANE 

Beauty Institute 

O Fuciah 

O Bod\ 'kin troiinu n: 

O Make-up 

O European mctucur< s ii ■ 
p adicun-' 

Oweider Trading Est 

Tel: 695049 








We know how 

to change your life! 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 


Seeing is believing! 

For more information or to subscribe contact 
your local dealer or Orbit Direct +357 9095000 


room 
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Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403.Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Daroi! Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 









































































12 THE STAR 


L 


A 


csxs^isaGssmrJEsxs^'tt 

ST P 




A 


G 


29 OCTOBER: 107 ^ 


THE STAR'S 


COMPUTING & NIGH-TECH ^ 

.~... o 


N 


Edited by Zeid Nasser 



If the American government subdues Microsoft, the future of 
the Internet will hang in the balance: 

Microsoft 
Vs. Uncle Sam 


By Jabra Ghneim 

Special to The Star 
THE INTERNET browser was 
probably the key element 
behind the explosion of Internet 
use all over the world. 

This piece of software 
has become an 
extremely essential 
requirement for all peo¬ 
ple who use the Internet 
to make a living or just 
to have tun. 

Earlier this month. 
Microsoft Corporation 
released its newest ver¬ 
sion of Internet Explorer 
IE 4.0. 

Since its release. IE 
4.0 won the hearts of 
users and developers 
alike. Microsoft says that, so 
far. 1.2 million copies have 
been downloaded from its site. 
Fortune magazine's technical 
editor says that its features beat 
Netscape’ Communicator hands 
down. 1 had an opportunity to 
look at it running on a Tatung 
network computer, and browse 
the ncL Sail, it takes a little bit 
of getting used to. 

Still, one word describes it: 
amazing. The new version of 
Explorer for Windows is so 
tightly integrated with the oper¬ 
ating system that it is so hard to 
realize the distinction between 
the two. 

Microsoft competitors were 
specially alarmed by the 
release. Sun started the allega- 



Gates & l.E. 4.0 
comes under fire 


dons parade accusing Micro¬ 
soft of breaching its Java 
license by introducing unau¬ 
thorized modifications to the 
language. Then came the big 
case from the 
American gov¬ 
ernment itself. 

For the past 
seven years the 
DOJ (American 
Department of 
Justice) has 
been trying to 
nail Microsoft 
based . on 
requests from 
Microsoft com¬ 
petitors like 
Netscape. Sun. 
and many oth¬ 
ers who failed the competition 
game. 

In.1995. Microsoft signed a 
deal with the DOJ staling that 
they won't be involved in any 
practices that 
would prevent 
competitors from 
introducing new 
products into the 
market. Then 
came the testi¬ 
mony of Compaq 
computers, which 
is one of Micro¬ 
soft's 'partners' 
to DOJ. Compaq 
provided evidence which 
shows that MS threatened to 
sever its Win95 agreement with 
Compaq if the latter took away 



the IE icon and components 
from the desktop to be replaced 
by Navigator's icon. Micro¬ 
soft's case, and I agree with it 
totally, is that IE is an 'integral' 
part of the OS that such a move 
would handicap the OS's capa¬ 
bilities. What many people 
don't realize is that even when 
Explorer isn't on. most of the 
time you're using some of its 
capabilities. This statement is 
specially true in 1E4.0. The 
evolution of operating systems 
technology and the World 
Wide Web make this step 
necessary. 

For example, in the past a 
user couldn't print pages cor¬ 
rectly from within browsers, 
but now they can thanks to 
technology made available by 
Microsoft while producing IE. 

So, computer manufacturers 
have no right to take IE out of 
Windows. Microsoft on the 
other hand doesn't 
prevent those manu¬ 
facturers from intro¬ 
ducing other brows¬ 
ers into the desktop. 
I reiterate here the 
words of Micro¬ 
soft's press release, 
‘Operating system 
design should be 
left "to developers 
not government 

lawyers.' 

This showdown between the 
most influential software devel¬ 
oper in the world, and the most 


Some thoughts on software piracy 


A reader of The Star, J- Hig¬ 
gins, wrote to us on his views 
on software piracy and the 
state of the Arabic software 
industry, in response to malt- 
rial published on these matters 
in the Workstation. 

WITH THE Middle East Tech¬ 
nology Show' 1997 just around 
the comer, offering a great 
array of varied computer tech¬ 
nologies from around the 
world, and having worked with- 
some of Jordan's finest com¬ 
puter companies. I appreciate 
rhe enormous talent and vision 
that exists within the Jordanian 
computer market. 

The tabor force is profes¬ 
sional and dedicated to meeting 
the demands placed upon it by 
the computing public. How¬ 
ever. when people in whatever 
field strive for the perfect solu¬ 
tion to a problem, it is only 
right and fitting that they 
receive the appropriate reward 
for such endeavors. Why then 
docs the computing sector of 
Jordanian business undermine 
itself by adhering to policies of 


piracy? 1 refer, of course, to 
software piracy. How many 
home and business users actu¬ 
ally own original software, and 
thus pay credit to the talent that 
instigated the development of 
such' software? I suspect very 
few. The provision of ‘good' 
computer technology-rests flol - 
only with the leading brand 
names of hardware, but also 
with the leading brand names 
of software. Who would con¬ 
sider buying a non- genuine 
motherboard, fake pieces of 
RAM. or a reconditioned hard 
drive thinking it was os good as 
the real item. No body! 

We as computer users sim¬ 
ply would not accept it. Why? 
Because we value and appre¬ 
ciate what the genuine item 
enables us to achieve. However 
we lmyself included) are ready 
to accept copied/ pirated soft¬ 
ware which detracts from the 
overall performance of the 
computer system. Granted, 
there are very good ‘copies' of 
software on the markeL. but can 
we always guarantee such qual¬ 
ity from a non-genuine item? If 


we readily accept software 
piracy as a standard practice, 
then we not only sell ouraelves 
short concerning the operating 
systems and applications that 
we feed into our ‘original’ 
computer systems, but. we also 
sell short the talents that insti¬ 
gated .such software develop¬ 
ment; thus jeopardizing the 
future development of good/ 
original software. 

It is one thing to cut comers 
especially on foreign software 
(i.e. Microsoft products), but 
how would Jordanian talent 
feel about their software being 
systematically pirated. For 
example Arabic companies 
which promote excellent Ara¬ 
bic software are struggling 
against the ‘Goliath’ of Micro¬ 
soft (The Star 16 October 1997 
Page 14). If we all adhere to 
the same rigorous standards 
that we expect from our hard¬ 
ware. and apply such standards 
to our software, then not only 
do we reap the financial 
rewards that are due to us. but 
wc also serve the end user 
more legitimately. ■ 


METS '91 news round-up 


JCTC features at METS 
'97 with strength 
• The Jordan Computer Trade 
Co. (JCTC) will be present at 
METS '97 with the widest 
selection of Epson products 
ever exhibited in Jordan, as 
part of a 100 meter stand area. 

The company aims to intro¬ 
duce the latest in Epson printer, 
scanners, digital cameras and 
much more. The product range 


is so wide, there arc at least 11 
models of ink-jet printers 
alone. Also on show, will be 
other brands JCTC offers 
including Casio. 

On-line with the ISPs 
• Jordan's leading Internet 
Service Providers (ISPs), 
including Global One. NETS, 
1st NET and Index will all par¬ 
ticipate in METS *97 provid- 


powerful government in the 
world is an indication of the 
emerging head-co-head con¬ 
flicts between governments and 
business in the computing and 
U sectors. 

in my opinion, if the Ameri¬ 
can government succeeds in 
this challenge, and 1 doubt it, it 
will harm computer users and 
developers world wide. Since 
IE is distributed for free, it 
gives users in areas like the 
Middle East an advanced ‘sys¬ 
tem upgrade' for a price all can 
a fiord. 

It makes me especially sad. 
because Microsoft has done so 
much tor Arabic users, in the 
past three years. In fact it 
seems to be more than what all 


the other software companies in 
the region {Arab or foreign) 
have failed to do, namely pro¬ 
viding a reliable end-user 
Friendly combination of office, 
business, and Internet tools; 
.that users can utilize in their 
mother tongue. 

While Microsoft has its Ara¬ 
bic software development unit 
at its HQ-— and has been lately 
releasing Arabic versions of.its 
software in record time— 
executives at companies like 
Netscape, and Sun back at HQ, 
according to a reliable source, 
don't know where the Middle 
East is. ■ 

e-mail: 

GhneimJ @go.comjo 


ing a complete showcase of' 
their internet on-line services, 
which have witnessed a mas¬ 
sive tumble in prices over the 
pasL two months. METS ‘97 
represents and opportunity for 
visitors to check out the Inter¬ 
net offers and browse the Web. 

Major hardware suppliers 
confirm participation 

• Leading Jordanian hardware 
and software suppliers have 
confirmed their participation in 
METS *97, including A1 Ra'ed 
Al Arabi computer Corp. 
(RACC), Ideal Group, Special¬ 
ized Technical Services and 
others. 

BYTE Middle East, - 

official publication 

• BYTE Middle East maga¬ 
zine. the region's leading Ara¬ 
bic JT title is a sponsor of 
METS '97 and will be present 
at the show. This is a demon¬ 
stration of the magazine's con¬ 
tinued commitment to the Jor¬ 
danian market. Also. BYTE 
Middle East is publishing a 
special ‘Jordan Buyer's Guide' 
to be introduced at METS ‘97. ■ 


Global One is the Only provider of full Internet services in Jordan. Glob2l^^^[ 

Sales Depatment Tel: 685101 • Fax: 700328 E-mail: info@go.com.jo http:// www.go.com.jo »* -J @ TnmnTehtnm j^ r Sp d at 
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Internet via electricity ! 

A STARTLING development was announced few weeks ago 
A couple of companies in the USA have come up with a 
device that allows users to log into the Internet through elec¬ 
tricity ^'lines. It is amazing. Researchers have fotma a^ertam 
■frequency' dr ‘free space* in the electrical stream.which-can 
cany data, of course, after 
this dam is. transformed, into ■ 
electrical pulses. 

• By utilizing a specially 
designed unit, that plugs into 
the electrical power outlet 
found in homes and offices, 
anybody can simply ‘hook¬ 
up' with computers linked to 
a similar Unit on the other 
side. _ . 

We havq searched for fur¬ 
ther Information on the topic, 
but all that we have managed 

to gather so far is that the - _ 

units have not been introduced on the market yet, but that 
Internet Service Providers worldwide are begmnmg to paruc. 
thinking what this development could mean to their business. 
Basically, if you can use the electricity nerwork. inside a conn-, 
try to hook up to a server, then you don’t need to go through 
an Internet Service Provider! _ 

Of course, there is a technical constraint in these internet 
through electricity networks'; it is that electrical networfcs’of 
countries have to be connected for you to be able to: connect 
to servers or computers based in them. For example,-: Jordan is 
soon to finalize the ‘electricity hook-up' with Egypt and there 
is-a growing-trend foe hooking: up. all .countries, of .the world 
together in this respect. For a user in the United Stales, this is 
much less of a problem as most Internet servers, and activity 
are within the country's borders anyway. Most, suppliers of 
modems and telecommunications equipment l talked/to, 
inducting local dealers for Motorola and US Robotics, stated 
that even if this development could mean the eventual<temise 
of the modem, companies will, produce the *.Iruernet-to* 
electricity' units as a substitute. This means that, instead of 
buying modems, we will buy ‘fniemet-to-electnccty convert¬ 
ers’ made by our favorite brand manufacturers. Anyway, it’s 
too early to judge the impact of these new developmeni ana 
not enough basic information is yet available, but If-it aD 
checks out fine: the world of Internet will never- be the same. 
It should send electric shocks among parties involved in the 
Internet business. ' - - 

*************** 

Flying off to Dubai . 

As a large number of Jordanians has taken off to Dubai this 
week,, to attend the Gulf Information Technology Exhibition 
CGITEX), one has to stop to wonder if we win ever witness 
such an influx of people coming into Jordan to attend an 
information technology event. ..... 

Dubai has emerged as the region's center for.information. 
technology, with all the major international companies open: 
ing regional offices in.Dubai. Compaq, AST, Microsoft, UeH, 
Sun and all the other major companies have a direct presence 
in the country. Justimagine what that means to Dubai's local 
economy, on the one hand, and how much it has turned this 

emirate into an IT hub. . 

Needless to say. a large number of skilled IT and computer 
personnel from Jordan has already received employment in 
Dubai's active economy, but that's another story. ''' v ■_* 

For a while, in the early ‘90s, we were hoping that Jordan 
could gain s imilar status on the Middle Eastern level.. Now. 
we should be looking, towards gaining a central role in our. 
pan of the Middip .East, the-Levant. To do„po, it wdl t ake 
much more than a successful computer show. GITEX hi 
Dubai is the result of successful policies, not a cause. So, you 
can't expect the Jordan Computer Society to single-handedly 
promote Jordan as a potential IT hub. The government has to 
work closely with the private sector to ensure that ■ ... . 
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FIA Formula One World Championship 

Villeneuve clinches world 

title in Spain 


Twenty-six-year-old Canadian Jacques 
Villeneuve clinched the FIA Formula One 
World Drivers' Championship with a dra¬ 
matic third place in the Grand Prix of 
Europe at Jerez in Spain on Sunday. The 



outcome of the championship was decided 
on lap 47 of the 69-lap final round when 
Villeneuve’s Rothmans Williams Renault 
and the Ferrari of Michael Schumacher 
collided at the Dry Sack comer contesting 
the lead. Villeneuve had driven up 
the inside of the German driver 
who pulled back across, cau* : 
the collision. Schumache 
ran slewed into the gi 
and stuck fast and the 
chance of Schu¬ 
macher giving Fer¬ 
rari ~ their first 
world title for 18 
years disappeared. 

Villeneuve then 
needed just one poin. 
to win the title and looked a likely 
winner until the McLaren Mer¬ 
cedes duo of Mika HOkkinen and 
David Coulthard overtook him on 
the last lap. It was H&kkinen's first 
grand prix victory. 

‘To clinch the title here after 
the problems at Suzuka two 
weeks ago feels great and it did 
not surprise me when Michael 
turned in on me. Perhaps he had 




his eyes closed or his hands slipped but 
after we collided i thought my car was 
broken.” revealed a delighted Villeneuve 
after his triumph. “The rear end of the car 
was not stable and 1 was pushing and then 
towing down. On the 
iast I lap 1 saw Mika 
closing on me and I 
did not want to get 
into a big fight. David 
was also close and so I 
let them through." 
Schumacher made a 
lendous start from the 
■ ow of the grid and dived 
. villeneuve at the first bend, the 
-.xadian was-rrlegated -to -third place by-] 
his team-mate Heinz-Harald Frentzen. On 
the eighth Jap Frentzen let his team-mate 
through to chase Schumacher who led him 
by a single point in the championship. 
Villeneuve's progress was slowed when 
they got among the back-markers but after 
their second pit slop it was a straight fight 
for the title between the two leaders. 

‘‘Michael just took off at the start and I 
was frustrated on my first set of tyres 
because I just did not seem to be making 
any progress on him,” explained the new 
world champion. “It was a 
very tough race and the pres¬ 
sure was really on after los¬ 
ing the points in Japan. I can 
tell you the championship 
feels great after such an up- 
and-down season." 

Hakkinen's first grand 
prix victory was well 
deserved although he seemed 
a little surprised by his win. 

"It's really unbelievable 
and was certainly an interest¬ 
ing race from start to finish,” 
revealed the Finnish driver. 

“1 never thought I was going 
to win but after David had let 
me through Jacques was 
there and so I went for it.” 

Gerhard Berger was 
fourth, driving the Renault- 
powered Benetton, making 
his last grand prix appear¬ 
ance with Eddie Irvine, 
Schumacher’s Ferrari team¬ 
mate. and Frentzen complet¬ 
ing the points scoring in a 
grand prix which was' a fit¬ 
ting climax to the 1997 sea¬ 
son and in which Jacques 
Villeneuve drove a world 
ctampion's race. ■ 

tCN Sports News 


Wilderness in central Europe 


ADELBODEN IS a peculiar, 
slightly marvellous, place where 
the locals are proud of the fact 
that the Adelbodnerdeutsch dia¬ 
lect is so thick that mere 
Schweitzerdeutsch speakers 
from Zurich can make neither 
head nor tail of it 

Alpine skiers probably can’t 
understand the place either. They 
would note the picture postcard 
main street (that would benefit 
yet more from being pedestrian¬ 
ised) and then spot the disjointed 
selection of nothing-special 
pistes. 

Adelboden. and many old 
Swiss resotis tike it. were largely 
deserted 20 years ago by inter¬ 
mediate skiers in favour of con¬ 
venience skiing in new French 
resorts. 

But cross-country skiers are 
on a different planet. Rent a 
leacheiTguide'for the dayanchyou— 
will have a winter holiday here 
beyond the ken of any 
downhiller. 

Our man. Joachim, took us 
along the wide flat valley 
towards the wall of mountains 
that climbs up to the 3.200-metre 
Wildstrubel mountain. It is an 
easy run that could be completed 
by a fit person after a few hours, 
and by just about anyone after a 
couple of days' practice. 

That wall is no mere mountain 
range. It marks the southern edge 
of the canton of Bern, of Gar- 
man-speaking Switzerland and 
indeed of northern Europe. The 
wiry Joachim is in his late -30s. 
his weatherbeaten face like that 
of a man in his 50s. 

Unlike. Alpine ski teachers, 
who decamp to the seaside to be 
windsurf instructors each sum¬ 
mer. Joachim looks after his fam¬ 
ily’s half-dozen cows most of the 
time. 

Gliding along the wide valley 
floor, Joachim points out which 
of the hillside mountain tats is 
his. “The one half way up is for 
the spring and-the one at the top . 
is for just a few weeks in sum¬ 
mer" he says, waving at a hill¬ 
side speckled with small wooden 
sheds. 

The valley narrows quickly 
and the piste enters the woods at 
the-frontier of northern Europe. It • 
is silent. There are no cars, no 
downhill doers. Wilderness in 
central Europe. 

Hie piste loops around. We 
emerge bhek into civilisation and 
Joachim says; "My house is just 
over there, would you like to see 
how I make cheese?’ We set off 


for a lasting and Joachim gives 
us a bunk, refusing payment. 

Refreshed, he takes us to a 
cable car for a ride up to a pla¬ 
teau. Adelboden Js rare among 
cross coantry ski destinations in 
having more than a valley /floor 
on which to ski. 

At the top of die cable car, Joa¬ 
chim scans the horizon. To the 
north the land drops away to the 
rolling hills of central Switzerland. 
Way over to the south west, the 
line of mountains is broken by a 
solitary building, not more than a 
smudge on a distant ridge. 

“Crans Montana,” says Joa¬ 
chim. It is in the upper Rhone 
valley, southern Europe. 

‘Tve heard it’s a good place," l 
say. "Have you been there?’ 

"No.” says Joachim. He 
pauses. ‘Tve never left this val¬ 
ley." He sees the expression on 
-my-faeeand shrugs. _‘!Who would 
look after the cows?' 


The least famous top class 
resort The Swiss ski resort of 
Arosa is, rather unfairly, one of 
Switzerland’s least famous top 
class resorts. Thanks to its 1.800- 
metre altitude, Arosa is more 
sure than most of a long skiing 
season. Yet it is closer to dti 
interna tional airport (Zurich) 
than just about any comparable 
resort, and the railway line runs 
right into town. 

One possible reason is that 
Arosa “suffers” from being an 
all-round winter resort, rather 
than part of the downhill skiing 
industry. There are probably not 
quite enough top class pistes for 
Arosa to moke U into the main¬ 
stream brochures. 

The main sum is perhaps a 
fiate too busy, and the architec¬ 
ture has tittle charm. But the free 
shuttle buses are efficient, and 
once you cum your tack on the 
town,'Arosa comes into its own. 
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Arosa is thus principally a - 
resort for the well-heeled 35-plus 
age group, many of whom have 
no intention o.f touching a ski 
boot all week. 

So much the better for those 
intent on a little skiing; walking 
on cleared mountain paths, 
watching horse-racing on ice, ice 
skating or watching it, or cuc&Qfr 
Bavarian style. 

Go on a day just after tie 
snow has fallen. The trees will be 
heavily laden. And the little 
sounds you might make ate. 
absorbed instantly. You ate in 
silence, in the countryside, and 
the only way you could be item 
is on cross country skis. The 
chances are that you will bump 
into only a handful of souls 
although you might, a$ we did, 
see tiny dear dart away as-Tou I 
approach. ■■ 
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TOKYO-yJapao could Mtly scrape 'p, i-i . : 
d»w with lie Unified- /Arab Etouaies on ’ 
Sunday in amatch. they needed to wfn to 
keep ative reaflstic h -ies of qualifyin g for 
next summer**? Work! Gup. 

The joint hosts -for ti» 2002 flnqlg have 
never qualified for a World Cup and . It 
tocte as tboogb&cy- will ‘ - 
. mm miss out min. France 
*98 . after, a. frustrating 
night fnTokyo. •• .- 

Japan remain third to 
' Grom? B, 1st pG$irt ; behind 
the UAE: Tti^msknaw 
vidt •; % ’ ^rCa f-qualUled 
South Korea andthen 
host; -.r foorth-pJactd 
Kazakhstan* .to ■ BpOr 
remaining ,1 matches as 
they Ud' toptppAE fora 
{dace in the 'Asian Group 
play-off match for foe two 
gretip rwxncr&tap. ■ - 

UAE lodr strong favor¬ 
ites; fora^astl^host 
bettoai-dEfoettabjte Uzbe¬ 
kistan and flan. South 
Korea athome. 

The trtmbled Japanese. 
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andvdfei^d spas* to tx^whoirahoofo 
“o w foe £Zr^ chaBeoge 






























